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q Mayence, November 30, 1789. 


in the. buſtle and gaieties of a court; 


| in the very.vortex of diſſipation, and removed 


as I am from. the ſource of authentic intelli i- 
gence; I am but ill qualified to enter on the 


| ſubject you have propoſed, and leſs ſo perhaps 


to inſtru& you of what paſſes in the political 
world, —The vagrant life that I have led 
ſince we parted, has indeed furniſhed me with 
abundant matter for. obſervation, and I have 


T this diſtance from England, engaged 


. Az. not 


— 


4 9 
not been an indifferent ſpectator of oublic 
events; but it is impoffible, amidſt the ſcenes 
that diſtract me, to collect my ideas, nor have 
I ſufficiently conſidered the preſent ſtate of 
Europe, and the conduct of thoſe who have 
governed it of late years, to give any thing 
more than curſory remarks upon either; yet 
as far as my memory enables me to recollect 
facts, and my capacity to decide upon them, I 
will endeavour to render them as full and as 
ſatisfactory as poſſible, and at all events I hope 
to remove ſome errors which you appear to 
have too eaſily adopted, relative to the probable 
conſequences of the recent revolution in 
France. I muſt however premiſe to you, (and 
I will demonſtrate it by numberleſs examples 
that have happened i in our time,) that there are 
few ſubjects on which we can reaſon with ſo 
little certainty as on political events, nor one 
perhaps in the extenſive circle of human af- 
fairs, which contradicts more fully our daily 
experience, or that baffles more epregiouſly 
our moſt ſanguine expectations. In almoſt all 
the tranſactions of common life, the judgment 
being directed by — is enabled to eſ- 


timate 


, 5 
tirnate with tolerable accuracy the reſult of the 
meaſures it adopts; it is in fact it's principal, 
and, in many inſtances, it's only guide; man- 


kind have ſcarce any other rule to go by, and 


if they found themſelves deceived by it, or led 


oj into error, that ſpirit of enterprize ſo neceflary 


to the perfection of the arts, and the diſcovery 


of ſcience; in a word; the active powers of 


the mind would remain dormant, and the pro- 
greſs of knowledge be ſuſpended. But this 
principle, which, with fo few exceptions, con- 
ducts the merchant and mechanic to wealth 
and fame, is feldom of equal advantage to the 
politician, nor is it always honored with his 
attention: he is beſides often compelled to 
calculate on a variety of contingencies, where 
preſumption itfelf would tremble to confide ; 
and he has frequently the mortification to find 
that meaſures the beſt concerted, and the moſt. 
faithfully executed, with every probable aſ- 
ſurance of the happieſt iflue, are productive of 
ends the very reverſe to what he propoſed. 
| Let it not however be imagined that all the 
miſcarriages which attend public afairs, pro- 
ceed from cauſes which cannot be foreſeen, 
or, 
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or, if bien den; that cannot be prevented. Nei- 


ther let it be ſuppoſed that the ſcience of po- 
litics is ſo complicated as to be underſtood 
with difficulty, and that the intereſts of a nation 
depend on ſo many different combinations, that 

it falls to the lot of few men to have ſufficient 
genius and induſtry to comprehend and difſ- 
criminate them. The failure of public mea- 
ſures is leſs to be attributed to the incapacity 


of miniſters, than to the paſſions of ambition 
and reſentment, which are ſeldom ſuſceptible 
of reſtraint i in men inveſted with power and 


riches not their own, and where the degree of 
reſponſibility cannot poſſibly, by any human 


cContrivance whatever, be rendered adequate 
to the confidence repoſed. An individual 
who ſquanders his patrimony in thoughtleſs 
diſſipation, feels the penalty of his extra- 


vagance in ſubſequent want and miſery; 
he falls alone, perhaps, the ſolitary victim 
of his vices or his follies : but the man en- 
truſted with the public welfare has nothing to 


apprehend from his blunders or indiſcretion, 


and little from his malverſations, unleſs indeed 
1 5 | they 


9971 


they are ſo flagrant and audacious as to chal- 


lenge enquiry, and ſet popular clamor at de- 


fiance. . He plays without the leaſt riſque 


to himſelf or his family with the lives and 
fortunes of millions, and tho both are fre- 
- quently. ſacrificed moſt profuſely to his am- 


bition or his ignorance, he is ſuffered to re- 
tire undiſturbed from the truſt he has abuſed. 


without any diminution of the public eſteem ; 
the diſaſters of his adminiſtration are gene- 


rouſly placed to the account of unavoidable 


misfortune, and his ſucceſſor, confident of the 
ſame indulgence, purſues meaſures perhaps 
ſtill more pernicious to the national honor and 


proſperity. It is to this impunity that we 


are chiefly indebted for moſt of the calamities 

brought upon us by improvident and corrupt 
miniſters; nor is it poſſible, nor even equi- 
table if it were poſſible, to render them ac- 
countable for every failure that may happen: 
for human affairs, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
efforts of human wiſdom, will ever remain 
too much expoſed to chance to be infallibly 
an d invariablyconducted to the ends we deſign 
them, and as it is difficult to mark the preciſe 
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boundary between intentional neglect, and an 
error in judgment, it ſeems that our beſt, and 
indeed only ſecurity, muſt finally reſt in the 
integrity of thoſe, whoſe rank or talents re- 
commend them to the ſplendid but painful 
pre- eminence of governing a kingdom. This 
is not meant to extenuate miſconduct, or to 
palliate guilt, but to urge the neceſſity of a 
prudent choice of men to fill the firſt offices in 
the ſtate, and this neceſſity will appear the 
more urgent, when it is recollected that men 
thus raiſed above their fellow citizens are ex- 
poſed to the greateſt temptations; that they 
become the butt at which Jealouſy and Envy 
direct their moſt envenomed ſhafts; and that, 
aſſailed by flattery and fal ſehood an one fide, 
and by malevolence and detraction on the 
other, it requires no uncommon ſhare of ad- 
dreſs to reſiſt the fatal effects of the one, and 
to preſerve that happy equanimity of temper, 
which can alone defeat the more open, but 
not leſs dangerous intentions of the other. 


The ſuperiority of a cool and determined mind 


has never been diſplayed with greater luſtre, 
nor with happier effect, than in the inſtance 
. of 
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. of the „ Miniſter: he entered into office | 
In; oppoſition to one of the moſt dangerous 
_ factions that have diſturbed the internal quiet 
of the country ſince the Revolution: even the 
Houſe of Commons, which at firſt ſupported 
him, withdrew its protection, and from mo- 
tives which it is difficult to account for, and 
{ſtill more ſo. to excuſe, deprived the kingdom | 
of it's government for the ſpace of fix weeks. | 
The Miniſter, thus abandoned, was left to con- 
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tend (as it was modeſtly aſſerted by his adver- 
 faries) againſt the collected wit and wiſdom. of . 
the nation, (an implication by the bye that he 
was ee ef both,) and that his diſgrace 
might be complete and inevitable, he had to 
contend againſt the force of numbers —all 
circumſtances conſidered, and eſpecially the 
deplorable ſtate of affairs at that lamentable 
period, no man but himſelf, perhaps, would 1 
have had the courage to reſiſt. this com- 0 
bined ſtrength, and we know of no other 9 
in Engliſh hiſtory that ever defrated it. 
That triumph was reſerved for Mr. Pitt; 
but if his temper had not happily been proof 
againſt the liberal and 3 ſarcaſms of 
5 B intereſted 


'( 100 ) 


intereſted Hialevefence kid” Gifhpoihi6d am- 
biton it be Bad Tulſered Kirfſelf 0 Have been 
* © provoked by the icſcecent And ntakriplied” at- 


eks both in and out of Parfidwiet, he muſt 
in the cominencetient hive" relinquiſned a 
tuation which he Hlls with” bo much honor 


have left the cotifitry' pbſed tothe def 
dations of ' permyleſs ebenes 2 Hot hav the 
- 'Injufious flanders of a latef date, Which" a-- 


- "Ehſed him of the extravagint” deſig n bf con- 


bY tending” for dominion with the Ptince; 'been 
able to divert Rim from His duty, of intertupt 
"that ſteady fetenity” * of dilpofftion, "which/no 
e than hit great abilities, {6"dinitaBly* qua- 
Hfies him for he unt Watzl be Ronde. 
£35 A 355195 4 
o the conſiderations above Wentlöneg a 
be added öthers of no leſs weit 55 and elpe⸗ 
© cially that of being miſled by fulfe intellgence, 
isnorantly or defignedly- given," and which the 
inceſſant preffure ' of public 'bufineſs (which 
- 'adinits of no interruption) prevents being ex- 


amined into at the Hors Thi miclan- 


choly truth” has Been wdefülly demonſtrated 


* 
e Mey 5 to 


1 erer 2 


e Bimſelf and adraftäge to the * | 
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to us in che proſecuriqn of chf American wat „ 
for with the ſtrongeſt copy iction of the i : MEX: 

pędiency and, injuſtice of the meaſure, with, 
every, dypalition, to. condemn the violent and, 
ill-digeſted couns that plunged us into that, 


ruinous conteſt, it would be unfzir not ot to: 


attribute the failure of the enterprize, if not 
the very.caterprize.itſelf, to the mifinformation * 
which the, Miniſter receiyeg from men, who. 

Were either. deceived. themſelpes, (which: is 
ſearce onen e hd intended to deceive, 
him— This, reflection, will, natprally diſpoſe, 


who are entruſted With the adminiſtration. of 
public affairs, but it ſhould not amount to an, | 
act of grace for. the. facility, with which they, 
ſuffer, themſelves. to be impoſed upon.— It is 
not howeyer from. cxedylity. or incapacity that, 
we haye tp apprehegd the moſt. miſchief, tor, 
men of. that deſęription axe ſeldom ſuffered. to, 
continue long enough . in power. tg commit any, 
great or irreparable hlunder; it is from the 
iniquitaps, -oiſapplication and perverſien of, | 
mg that we have eyefy thing to fear z 
44045 A ..... 


( 12.) 
thoſe ſplendid abilities which are formed and 


Antended by Providence to exalt national fame, 


and promote public happineſs, operate in a 
contrary direction whenever they are abuſed : 
inſtead of procuring honor, wealth, and ſecu- 
rity to ſociety, they involve it in diſgrace ;— 
they ſpread ruin and deſolation on the preſent, 
and entail miſery and diſorder on future gene- 
rations: inſtead of conferring immortality (the 
higheſt reward that virtue can receive) on thoſe 
who poſſeſs them; inſtead of rendering them 
a public blefling, they render them a public 
curſe. ' There are many who act as if the 
power of being miſchievous, gave them alſo 
the right of being ſo, who regard their em- 
ployment not as a truſt delegated for the ge- 
neral good of fociety, but as the means of en- 

riching themſelves and their dependents, of 
s gratifying their avarice, their ambition and 
their vanity, In the minds of ſuch men, the 
public can have no place, and thoſe who un- 


_ © happily poſſeſs ſuch ſentiments, become con- 


- firmed in them from the impunity they enjoy, 
and the impoſſibility of inflicting (at leaſt in 
58 this 


( 13/) 
this OI a puniſhment adequate to the 
calamities they occaſion. Men high in office, 
with ſuch diſpoſitions, tho' with moderate ta- 
lents, may commit a world of miſchief, and 
ſuch characters will ever abound (that is; men 
of little minds and corrupt hearts will always 
be preferred) in thoſe- countries, where the 
rights of the citizen are neither admitted nor 
reſpected (as on many parts of the Continent), 
and where the popular odium cannot reach 
or affect them :—being accountable only to 
the ſovereign, (who acknowledges no rights 
but his on, and who conſiders every com- 
plaint againſt his adminiſtration as an attack 
on his authority,) they have nothing to appre- 
hend from their vexations and oppreſſions, 
unleſs the people, rouſed by repeated infults 
to a ſenſe of their wrongs, ſhould appeal (as 
the Brabangons have done) to Heaven and the 
ſword, and take ample tho' irregular vengeance 
on the _— and his Inſtruments. _ 


The nth have] laid down muſt Bogey 
have occurred to you: indeed no diſcovery of 
any thing new is pretended; for what diſco- 

| ver” 
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vegicap. kg edi ig a tract which, xidg and. 
3 it 15, has been. traverſed and ex 
plozed, ig allaggs. and iby men of all capagi-_ 
tigs? Hut ehe no nqvelty is. pretended, it is, 
hoped that. theſe truths, may, revive the, Ipirit, 
of; patriotiſm , where, it, is dormant, ang. ani: 
mate thoſe who already feel it's virtuous and 
egthuſiaſtic glow, to a faithful diſcharge of, 
the duty they. o e to God, their country, 2 and. 
poſterity. Theſe truths, I own, cannot throw. 
any new. lights on ſo beaten a ſubject, but they, 
may engage us to look at home, and contem- 
plate with equal pride and gratitude the hap- 
py conſtitution. of; our oπã)r Government; 
that benign and liberal ſyſtem ; the perfection 
of, human wiſdom, which ſeems no leſs cal, 
culated to, ſecure the ineſtimable bleſſings of 
lüberty, than to create and maintain in full, 
vigor. that dignity of ſentiment, that energy) 


ol. mind ſo neceſſary to it's preſervation, and 
| which, it may, be aſſerted without, any vain and, 


impertinent egotiſm, does not exiſt in any, 
known, region, on the face of the globe, in 6 
that force, ſplendor, and extent, to what it 


2 in the Britiſh empire. | 
I ſhall 


I mall now proceed to illuſtrate, by beur- 
rences which have happened fince the year 
1765, the truth of what I advanced in the 
© comitnencement of my letter, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to reaſon with any preciſion à priori, on 
the events of political meaſures, which neceſ- 
 " farily depending on remote and latent cöntin- 
gencies, and expoſed to numberleſs aceidents, 
are often poductive of effects not only contrary 
to what were intended, but what never could 
be expected from any poſfible combination” ws 
2 


France, — nd ih retiſil by a 
War in which her marine was deſtroyed; and her 
commerce almoſt annihilated, beheld with ma- 
lignant joy the foundation of future hoſtility be- 
tw en Great Britain and her colonies in the mode 
"that was adopted to tax them, and anticipated 
the moment that was to revenge her for the 
loſſes and diſgraces ſhe had ſuffered from a 
victorious enemy. She was indeed diſappointed 
at the time, by the repeal of the ſtamp act, 
but the declaratory law (that Hibeł upon com- 
mon ſenſe) which accompanied that repeal, 
* * deſtroyed the merit of the conceſſion, aſ- 
ſured 
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ſured her that the vengeance ſhe deſired was 
anly delayed for a ſhort period, and the inten- 
val was carefully employed to encreaſe that 
diſtruſt and jealouſy, from which ſhe promuſed 
herſelf much important benefit. | 


A  diftin&ion i is to be ROY etna: that 


nation and it's government. The French 
are certainly a great and gallant people, 


worthy of our admiration, perhaps of our 


affection; but the Court of Verſailles has 


ever delighted in dark and crooked politics, 
in which abſurdity and infamy have con- 


- tended for dominion : it has attempted to 
- accompliſh the moſt extravagant and iniqui- 


tous projets, by the moſt paltry means; and 
| tho at times it has appeared capable of con- 
ceiving vaſt deſigns, it has never in any one 


inſtance diſcovered any talent but that grit 


de tracaſſerie which is the infallible mark and 


invariable purſuit of little minds — nor can 


it be matter of ſurprize, that a Court, in 
which the cabals of women (and women 
very often of the moſt profligate manners) 
are alone attended to, ſhould deſcend 
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to the meanneſs of low intrigue; for 
what inducement can men of talents and 
Integrity have to come forward, when their 
continuance in office, their reputation, and 
even their lives, have depended upon the ca- 


price and protection of an artful proſtitute, 
who herſelf had no aſſurance of the favor that 
raiſed her into notice, and who had an intereſt 


in ſtanding between her paramour and every 


man that was likely to convey wholeſome, 
but offenſive, truths to his deluded ear ?—That 
the foreign tranſactions of a court ſo con- 


ſtituted ſhould be regulated by the ſame prin- 
ciples and maxims by which it ſupports itſelf 


at home, is not ſurpriſing: — to ſow diſſentions 
in neighbouring ſtates, and by that means hope 
to govern without as it governs within, will 
ever be the extent at once of it's views and 
capacity; as a wanton expenditure of the pub- 
lic money will often be the ſummit of it's 
ambition. It was thoſe principles, principles 
that will ever produce public miſery and diſ- 
order, and terminate in infamy, that ſtimu- 
lated the court of Verſailles to profit by the 
binders of the Britiſh miniſter, who, with the 

C declaratory 


l 

declaratory act of Lord, Rockingham im one 
hand, and a, beggarly ſcheme of INANCE in the 
| other, kindled the flames of civil diſcord be- 
tween the two hemiſpheres, The b battle of 

Lexington announced the diſſolution of every 
Poli tical tie between Great Britain ang þ her co- 
lonies, and France, concealing her. deſigns with 
more, than Punic treachery, diſpatched with 
an indecent alacrity eyery wild and neceſſitous 
adventurer to the Weſtern world, that was 
likely to ſerve her purpoſe: they were taught 
their leſſon before they emharked; they were 
to declaim againſt the Britiſh. legiſlature, for 
exerciſing an authority unknown to it's con- 
ſtitution ; they were to exhort an oppreſſed 
people to diſpute the power that would, reduce 
them to unconditional ſubmiſſion ; and men, to 
whom the privilege of ſpeech, and almoſt of 
thinking, was denied by the arbitrary maxims 
of their own government, became on, a ſudden 
poſſeſſed of both, and the champions of that 
liberty for others, which they had not the 
virtue, to demand for . themſelves. In this 
manner the quarrel was artfully fomented, un- 
til the PINT: of general Burgoyae decided | 


* 
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fig) 
the court of 1 les to Abs off the maſk, 


and fend a fleet and army to ſupport the re- 
bellion. No one at the time gave France any 
credit for her generoſity, or attributed her in- 
terference to a love of freedom, or a ſincere 
| delire to ſee America emancipated from Great | 


_ 


to dmiaich the only power capable of contend- 
ing with her, it was reſolved to accelerate it 
in violation of the treaty of peace; of the 
maxims of domeſtic policy; and even of all 
decency ; for at the inſtant that theſe hoſtile 
preparations were making, and even after the 
count d'Eftaing had failed, the moſt pacific 
intentions were. avowed towards the Britiſh 
court. 2: = 


The reaſonin g of the court of Verſailles, 
as far as it related to the weakening of a for- 
midable rival, was Plauſible. It was natural 
| to ſuppoſe that the deprivation of thirteen. 

| flouriſhing colonies, and three millions of ſub- N 

jeQts, who came 'to the mother country for — 

every article of luxury and convenience, would 
1 9 her; that the moſt vigorous efforts 
1-8 oo . would 


_— 


. 

would be made to prevent fo irreparable a loſs 
to her commerce and dominion; and that as 
every effort would add to the national debt, 
and encreaſe the public burthens, France 
would profit from the event, whatever iſſue 
the conteſt might ultimately have. I believe 
that moſt of us in England argued in the ſame 
manner, and dreaded an amputation that ap- 
peared ſo likely to reduce our conſequence i in 
the ſcale of nations. This apprehenſion was 
ſo great in the minds of thoſe who had the 
. conduct of affairs at that time in England, 
that they would readily have ſacrificed every 
thing but their places, if by their. meanneſs and 
ſubmiſſion they could have engaged the French 
to preſerve only the appearance of neutrality — 
no exception would have been made to a clan- 
deftine ſupply of ammunition ; — the three 
fleurs de lys might have continued to mock 
the vigilance of our cruiſers in the Delaware, 
the Cheſapeak, and the whole range of ſea 
coaſts from Charles Town to Boſton ; and the 
maſters of French merchant ſhips (better i in- 
ſtructed in the ſecrets of the Britiſh cabinet 
than the captains in our navy) might have 
e R paſſed 
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paſſed unmoleſted under the pretence of going 
to, or coming from, the banks of Newfound- 
land, if an open rupture had been avoided. 
A ſpirited and circular declaration (to render 
it leſs pointed) ſhould have been ſent from 
London after the affair at Bunkers Hill, to all 
the courts of Europe, that every foreigner _ 
taken in arms in any of our colonies would be 
inftantly hanged, and that all foreign veſſels 
whatever, found within three leagues of the 
ſhore, would be ſunk with their crews. Such 
a ſtep, no leſs wiſe than vigorous, would have 
prevented the vaſt effuſion of blood which 
our puſillanimous counſels occaſioned: it would 
have awed France into filence and reſpect, and 
perhaps have ſaved America; for at that time, 
the French were neither prepared nor diſpoſed 
to do more than connive and foment ;—they 
would not have dared to declare openly in fa- 
yor of revolt, as it was known for certain in 
Europe, that the affections of our tranſatlantic 
brethren were not then N beyond the 
poſſibility of recovery, and it would have been 
madneſs to have ſupported a people who were 
connected with us by every poſſible ye, and 
Who 
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As from Habit, from a fimilarity of manners, 
ahd even from motives of intereſt and con- 


venience, might be ſuppoſed willing to liſten 


© the firſt overtures of accommodation, and 


Bmmit to the mild and equitable government 


which in a moment of anger they had re- 
ndunced.— Bold and decifive meaſures are un- 
known to the court of Verſailles; it's talent 


is to circumvent, trifle, and deceive :—it ſeems 
to have adopted, and even to have improved | 


upon the favorite maxim of Louis the XIth, 


& Qui ne ſait di Amuler, ne ſait regner; and 
the ſcandalous timidity of the Britiſh miniſtry, 
it muſt be confeſſed, afforded ample room for 


the diſplay of all thoſe little tricks and little 


ſprings by which that court has been for ages 


kept in motion. Whatever advantages France 


protniſed herſelf from the conteſt in the be- 
#innihg, thoſe advantages ſeemed infallibly 


fecured to her after ſhe had contrived to draw 


Spain and Holland into the diſpute I be- 


ſieve it was the general opinion of all the 


world that we ſhould be compelled to ſolicit 


peace on any terms the victors would conde- 
ſcend to dictate, and that we ſhould be de- 
graded 
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cd: to. hold the third rank among the ſtates 
of Europe. That fuch an opinion was ſup⸗ 


putted, : we were aſſailed on all ſides, and ſup- 


ported on none: we even ſeemed to have. 


joined iſſue with our enemies, and to have 
fought againſt ourſelves. Officers hoſtile to 
the miniſter, and; who had an intereſt in his 
diſgrace, were entruſted with, the command of 


flegts, and. armies. neglect and miſconduct 


marked their proceedings abroad—diſtrations 


Re ailed at home money was taken up on 
the public account with as little regard to fy. 


ture payment, and expended: with as little re- 
gard to œconomy and neceſſity, as if it had 


been borrowed by a graceleſs. fi. pendthrift to i 
anfwer the purpoſe of immediate diſſipation. 


The depreſſion of the public funds to near 


forty per cent. announced that the period of £ 
national bankruptcy was not far removed, and 
there were even men, who had ſo little regard i 
to national honor, as to recommend the vio⸗ 
lation of the public faith as, the ſole means of 


extricating us out of our difficulties, If Lam 
not miſpaken, Mr. F . let drop a ſimilar idea 


8 | wh ile | 


ported by every prohability will hardly be diſ- 
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while i in office ;— foreigners, I know, ſuſpect 


him capable of ſuch a meaſure : — Sir John 


Dalrymple, whoſe induſtry, if it was illumined 


by genius, or directed by common ſenſe, might 


be beneficial to ſociety; is alſo of that opinion, 
and has, in a recent publication, adviſed France 


to make uſe of a ſpunge, forgetful perhaps that 
there is ſuch a thing as public as well as pri- 
vate morality, and that a breach of truſt in a 
nation, is as infamous, and infinitely more fa- 
tal, than it can poſſibly be in an individual: 
for the fraudulent failure of a ſcoundrel can 
affect only a few, while that of a ſtate muſt 
involve millions in abſolute diſtreſs ROW ruin. 


5 ms ſir, let me recall your attention to 
the futility of all political reaſoning, by aſking 
you, if the pleaſing ' viſions with which the 
court of Verſailles indulged itſelf have been 
realized in either of the two'inſtances on which 
| the formed the moſt extravagant hopes? Ts 


France more potent, or England leſs formi- 


dable, than they were at the epoch alluded to? 


Has the event anſwered in any degree the ex- 
pectations that were formed? On the con- 
* trary, 
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trary, you ſee the dominion and happineſs of 
your country eſtabliſhed, beyond the example 
of any former period, on the firm baſis of 
peace abroad and union at home; an extended 
commerce; and the ſtricteſt economy in all 
the public departments :---you have feen her 
riſe, as it were, ſuperior to her fate, under 
every preſfure of misfortune and hoſtility ; 
and that, abandoned by every power in Eu- 
rope (by thoſe even whom the had fed, raifed, 
and protected), and left to contend againſt a 
league as formidable as that of Cambray, the 
was herſelf a world in arms, and triumphed 
over the combined efforts of foreign and do- 
meſtic enemies. But her victory has been 
rendered ſtil} more complete by the diftrefs 
and confuſion of thoſe who fought her ruin. 
Their expectations and their efforts have 
failed, and not only faiſed, but, by a combi- 
nation of cireumſtanees which could not be 
| foreſcen at the time, have recoiled on them - 


ſelves. In other words, the court of Ver- 


failles has fallen a victim to it's own duplicity, 


and feels at this moment thofe evils which it 
intended for others. Every cobler can reaſon 


D 2 foe 
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2 poſteriori, and, when the miſchlef is done, 
point out the remedy by which it might have 
been avoided ; but without affecting more 
wiſdom or more penetration than other men, 
it was ever my opinion, that if France ſup- 
ported the Americans, ſhe had leſs to fear in 
her colonies (notwithſtanding their proximity 
to the Weſtern continent) than in Europe; and 
this opinion aroſe from my local knowledge 
of her ſu gar iſlands, from an acquaintance with 
the temper and diſpoſition of the natives, 
whoſe minds being debaſed by - habitual op- 
preſſion, and enervated by the climate, rendered 
them incapable of forming at that time, and 
ſill leſs of executing, any project in favor of 
liberty. . A contrary idea, I know; prevailed 
in England; where it was generally ſuppoſed 
that the influence of example would only. af- 
fect ber diſtant poſſeſſions, and that as it was 
the intereſt of all nations that had colonies to 
diſcountenance revolt, it was never imagined 
that France, . and much leſs that Syain -who 
had ſo much at ſtake, would ſecretly connive, 
or openly abet a meaſure that might eventu- 
ally ſhake their own government. This was 
| ; 7" 
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the language of common ſenſe; but thoſe who 


reaſoned in this manner were but ill informed 


of the motives that determined the French 


miniſtry to adopt a reſolution ſo fatal and im- 


politic; a reſolution which has accelerated 
with wonderful velocity a total diſſolution of 
their government, and introduced an anarchy 
infinitely more terrible than the moſt confirm- 


ed. deſpotiſm; for there are few inſtances in 


hiſtory of a revolution more ſudden and more 
violent in it's immediate effects, than that by 
which the people of Paris in a few hours de- 
ſtroyed monarchy in France, the duration of 


which ſeemed no leſs aſſured to the ſovereign 


by habit, prejudice, and affection, than by the 
. ee of a ſtanding army. 


"Thoſe who epic that the court _ Ver- 


failles had no other view in embarking in the 
late war, than to diſtreſs and cripple us, give it 
credit for more patriotiſm than it deſerves. 
That ſuch was it's language I own ; I am even 
willing to admit that it would have afforded 
matter of triumph to the nation at large to 
Haas ſeen us. humbled, but the court felt no 

D 2 __- ſuch 
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ſuch impulſe ; it's views were ſtill more ooh 
tracted, and proceeded merely from that nar- 
row and miſchievous propenſity which it has 
ever had to meddle in the domeſtic diſputes of 
other nations to excite civil difleations, and 
to inflame them when excited. At the period 
to which I allude, it had another reaſon leſs 
_ juſtifiable, if poſſible, for precipitating haſti- 

ities between the two kingdoms, and this was 
the handling of the public money to a greater 
amount, and with leſs reſtraint, than in times 
* of peace, when the expenditure being known 
_ "almoſt to a farthing, it is at once difficult and 
' hazardous to miſapply or embezzle it. All 
obſtacles to both were removed by the war, 
and thoſe miniſters, whoſe departments gave 
them the right of drawing upon the public 
treaſury, did not ſcruple to devote the money 


dieſtined to the public ſervice, to the purpoſe 


of wanton and libidinous extravagance. The 
facility with which they complied with the 
rapacious and indecent applications that were 
perpetually made to them, is but poorly ex- 
cuſed by their reluctance to offend the quarter 
from whence they came; and when we con- 
2 | ſider 
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fider theſglendor and magnificence with which 
ſame of the moſt indigent of them live at this 
inſtant in retirement or exile, it is fair to con- 


dude that they were willing accomplices in 
the. plunder. of their country. Common fame 


boldly aſſerts, that millions of French livres bo 


have been tranſmitted from Verſailles to Vi- 
enna; and vulgar credulity, which, you know, 


ſtrous, believes the report to be founded in 
truth: I reject it as a calumny, not from an 


opinion of duperlative integrity in the parties 


ſuſpected to have ſent and to have recerved, but 


from a perſuaſion. that the diffipations of the 


one preven he avarice of the other from 


being 
enough to covet ; wealth on any conditions, and 


not be diſputed by thoſe who are in the leaſt 
_ converſant with his character ; but tho". the 
gentleman had no ſcruples, and the Jady as 


y 


n. * at home... 


I have: 


always :delights in the. marveHous and mon- 


; for that his mind is ſordid 


baſe enough to obtain it by any means, will 


few, yet ſhe had wants, and e vou 
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have merely mentioned this rumour, which 


every patriotic Frenchman affects to believe, 
that you may be convinced I do not - haſtily 
adopt for goſpel all that is reported, and that 


I am very far from wiſhing to make the devil 


appear more dingy than he is. A reſidence for 
many years on the continent, and an intimacy 
with men of all ranks and deſcriptions, joined 
to a ſpeculative and inquiſitive turn of mind, 
have enabled me to judge with greater accuracy 
than thoſe who have not had theſe advantages; 
and tho I do not expect that you ſhould im- 
plicity confide in all I may communicate, I 1 
truſt that your opinion-of my candor and my 
known attachment to truth, will induce you 
to examine before you reject, and, in the latter 
cafe, to acquit me of. a deliberate intention to 
miſlead your * or impoſe en * 
*** 


— 


Af ter what I have ſaid relative to the mo- 


tives of the French court for eſpouſing the 


cauſe of America, and it's manner of acting 


after it had engaged in it, you will not be at a 


loſs to account for the turn which their affairs 
. have 


% 
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kv talen at home. Every circumſtance crows, 
that the humiliating a powerful rival, which 
was the oftenſible, and ought to have been the 
firſt motive to the war, became very ſoon 
a ſecondary conſideration; for if France had 
been warm or ſincere in the buſineſs, ſhe would 
have employed means better adapted to the ends 
ſhe propoſed, and the money iſſued from the 
public coffers would have been faithfully ap- 
plied to the purpoſe for which it had been de- 
manded. The more generous, and certainly 
the more prudent part would have been, not 
to engage in the quarrel on any account; but, 
once engaged in it, the whole force and riches 


of 2 country ſhould have been directed to 


that one object, in order that ſhe might have 
come out of the diſpute with a better grace 
than ſhe went into it. In the war before the 


laſt, when ſhe had full employment for all the 
troops ſhe could collect, not only to defend 


her territories at home and abroad, but to 
ſupport an army beyond the Rhine, ſhe me- 
naced us with an invaſion, and actually pre- 
pared for a deſcent; but on this occaſion, when 
ſhe had no other enemy to combat, and was 

better 
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' from the Plantagenets. This man was extra- 
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| | batter enabled to ſpare a force for fits pur. | 


poſe, her efforts were languid and feeble, com- 


pared to the magnitude of the enterpriſe and 


the advantages the poſſeſſed; and tha' it may 
be thought by many, that ſhe performed won- 


ders in the Weſt Indies, I aver that it was im- 
poſſible for her ta have done leſs, without ex- 


poſing herſelf to the laugh and ridicule of the 
9 a | 


At the POPE EY under Abe 
of deſending itſelf, was permitted to arm, and 
the reſolutions at Dungannon informed the 


Britiſh ' miniſter, that her object in arming 


was not fo much to repel invaſion, as to eman- 
cipate: herfelf from the authority of the Britiſh 
parkament, whoſe right to legiſlate for her was 


denied in direct terms, and required to be re- 


at Verſailles who pretended to prove his deſcent 


vagant enough to make propoſals, at which 
Don Quixote himfelf would have laughed; 
but as any tub will do for the whale, and this 
n knight-crrant prefented himſelf at the 

| inſtant 
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inſtant the French miniſtry were paths 
that a civil war in Ireland was inevitable, he 


was liſtened to with attention; he was even. 


aſſiſted by them with money, and had a credit 
upon a commercial houſe in Amſterdam, 
through whom the woo W was wy 
tiated. 


7 The lan 8 menace which the popu- 
lar leaders in Ireland held at that time; the 


paſſion for military aſſociations, which they 
induſtriouſly encouraged throughout the king- 
dom, when they ſhould have turned their 
thou ghts to agriculture, and their rabble. to 
the plough, if they fincerely wiſhed to ſerve, 
their country, promiſed all the Fayettes in 
France- a moſt glorious harveſt, and as-it was. 
expected that independence would be declared, 
many held themſelves in readineſs to embark. 
on the firſt commotion. While thoſe fire= 


brands, actuated by ambition, by the hopes of 


| plunder, or by hunger, amuſed themſelves with 
Utopian ſchemes of wealth and fame, the 


"court of Verſailles premeditated no leſs an en- 


expriſe, than the ſubverſion of the Britiſh 
E throne, 


chrono, by ceanſporting this r hm 
of royalty and an army into Ireland, where he 


right by hereditary deſcent to the imperial dia- 
dem of Great Britain: a diverſion was to have 
deen made at the fame time in Englan 
I have been aſſured that ſome of the moſt diſ- 
affected of the Roman catholics (without 
letting them farther into the ſecret) were 
OT? as to the effect of a deſcent, _ 


which this great event was to be accompliſhed, 
and you will recollect what I aſſerted in a for- 
mer part of this letter, that tho the Court of 
Verſail les ſeemed ſometimes capable of forming 
vaſt projects, it's talent for executing them 


failed; and if they were attempted, it was in 
a manner ſo paltry, and fo ul proportioned in | 


every reſpect to the end, that it ee 
| b * ever . FREE: ; 
| Ew <a This 


was to have publiſhed a manifeſto aſſerting his 


d, and 
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Here we fe ſomething like defign ; "EN | 

: wg like the. grandeut and ſublimity of po- 
ties 3 an idea worthy of Ancient Romo when . 

it reſalved upon the N of Carthage; 

but, examine the means, I beſeech you, by - 
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This embryo ſcheme of itvaſſon fell to che 
grbund almoſt as ſoon as it was Cotictivet, and 


the impoſtor, this miſerable vagabofid, "the ath 
of France, abandotied to his fate, ſunk into the 


men Would for the moment HAYE raiſed him. 


18 


bet ati dne 0 wild and bitch; in it⸗ | 
car's ſo difficult to-extoute, ahd'fo impoſhible 


to Tacceed; could have been Conteived b y any 


rational being, mult be matter of Marie to 


men of the meaneſt capacity and of the gttat- 
eſt eredulity, for they are general y united = - 
nor can we account for it upon 15 


have already mentioned to be the great oje 


of all French miniſters (the vittuous Sully 


excepted), and the diſtinguiſhing feature in all 
Prench 3 as' erety e In Farce &: can 
1 Aer 


This mega is not en N 
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obſcurity from wherite the little views of littth 


other prthi= 
55 ciple, than that eſprit de tricaſſerie which 1 


England. The miniftty at that time had ns 
idea of it ; indeed, to do ther Juſtice, they 
E * were 
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were as little inſtructedi in political meaſures 
out of their own country, as if they had no- 
4 ching to do with public affairs. The depar- 
ture of D'Eftaing was not only a. ſecret to 
them, but diſbelieved, till the frigate that ac- 
companied him ont of the Straits, and faw 
him ſhape his courſe for America, arrived with 
the intelligence. De Graſſe had reached 
Martini ique before they knew he had left Breſt $ 
and Viſcount Stormont, who pretends to be 
the beſt informed man of the. age, not only in 
Greekand Latin, but in politics and commerce, 

and who now takes the lead in every. parliz 
mentary debate, poſitively aſſerted i in he Houſe 
of Lords, that we had nothing to fear from 
Spain, the very day before Count D Almoda- 
: var left his reſcrpt. 


n I. 
tt. 


1 recall theſe a 8 
en paſſant, merely to convince you how very 
improper ſuch people are to manage the inte- 
reſts of a great nation at any time, but eſpeci- 
| ally in a criſis like that, full of danger and diffi- 
culty, and i in which we muſt have been infalli- 
bly 
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bly. cruſhed, if. our enemies had acted in con- 


cert, and with a vigor proportioned to their 
ſtrength and reſources. 
ngen ee n d e nolicy of Krave 

to conſider her preſen; friends as fiuture foes; 


at leaſt I have obſerved that ſhe has ever thrown 


the burthen of the wars in which ſhe has been 
engaged, as much as poſſible, on her allies, 


and that ſhe has never heſitated to leave them 


in the lurch, whenever a favorable opportunity 


offered to ſacrifice them. This conduct 
(which is meant, no doubt, to render them 


incapable of miſchief, whenever intereſt or con- 


venience ſhould decide them to take part 


F againſt her) was rigidly adhered to-throughout 


the whole of the late war. The Americans were 
amuſed with ſplendid promiſes (which it would 
have coſt nothing to retract or deny) until the 
poſſibility of reconciliation with England was 
totally deſtroyed : nor were they realized at any 


ſubſequent period to their full extent; fo far 


from it, that her admiral Monſieur de Ternay 
(who is ſuppoſed by many to have died of cha- 


grin at Rhode n was at one time deſtitute 


i of 


| C3 - 
ef proviſions, and without money of credit to 
purchaſe them, and it is known that his fleet 


was ſaved by the exertions of the French con · 


ſul at Boſton, who, having married the niece 
of Mr. Hancock, had created-an intereſt-in the 
country which enabled him to ferve his em · 
ployers. I ſpeak from facts; for I have Tech 
the correſpondence that paſſed between the 
parties on that oceaſion, and the grateful ac- 


N zeal, 2 


The Spaniards, * rooted it to 
the French nation would ſecure them from being 


the dupes of French politics, if their incli- 


nations or intereſts had been conſulted at Ma- 
drid, were alſo invited to a fhare of the diſgrace N 


and expences of a diſaſtrous and diſhonorable 
war. Their late king, whaſe poverty of ir- 
tellects rendered him an eaſy victim to the ar · 


tifices of the French court, fancied himſelf at 
the head of the houſe ef Bourbon, as Paind de = 


le famille, and under that idea he thought chat 


he governed both kingdom, hen in fact he 
RP IRENE A 
other. 


knowledgments of the former to — 
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ather. Whoever flattered this particular weak 
neſs, this extravagant vanity in the old man- 
was {ure to carry their point, and, on remind - 
ing him of the intrepid language of a Britiſh 
oſſicet at Naples in the year 1744, when he 
gave him an hour to decide the fate of that 
ſuperd eity, COW ee e a 
war with Is 


The prince of Do 6a to a 130M 
onderſianding (for he could not have a worſe) 
added the advantage of better counſels, 
ſaw through the deſigns of the Gallic mini- 
ſtry, and very prudently evaded leaving his 
own. coaft defenceleſs, to ſwell the trium ph 
of the Breſt ſquadron. Hence all the clamor, 
all the little manœuvres that were openly and 
ſecretly ſet in motion, not only to bring his go- 
vernment into contempt, but his family to ruin. 
Hence all the baſſeſſe, fawning, ſervility, and 
cringing of the French miniſter at the Hague, 
to the meaneſt ſhopkeeper in Amiterdam. 
Hence all the atrocious calumnies that were 
invented for the iniquitous purpoſe of creating 


jealouſies in the minds, and alienating the afl. 
ſections of the people of Holland, in the ori- 


minal 


(4) - 
minal hope that the defection of the moſt opi- 
kent and moſt populous province would be 
followed by that of the others. Hence the 
Eabals and conſpiracies againſt the late duke 
of Bruncwick, even after he had been driven 
into exile. In a word, from this prudent and 
patriotic attention to home defence, aroſe all 
thoſe diſorders and miſchiefs that had nearly 
annihilated the republic, and which terminated 
in thoſe ſcenes of deſolation, robbery, and 
bloodſhed, of which you were vecidentally a 


ſpectator. 


Now: fir, examine the conduct of the court 
of Verſailles throughout the whole of theſe ne- 
farious proceedings: recolle& the aſſiduities 
of their miniſter to acquire the confidence of 
thoſe whom he was afterwards to play off, and 


to move at his pleaſure, or rather at the plea- 


ſure of thoſe who employed him, for he was 
but the inſtrument: recollect the falſehoods 
that were invented and induſtriouſſy circulated 
to prove that the intereſts of the Seven Pro- 
vinces had been betrayed, and finally the aſſu- 
rances that were ſo confidently, nay impu- 
dently given, of full and ample ſupport in cafe 
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of PE IR ber! it was fuggttied by the old 
wary of the factious party, that Pruffia and 
England would t never remain indiffet rent to the 
violence and injuſtice with which it was pro- 
poſed to treat the Stadtholder: recollect that 

it was upon the faith of theſe aſſurances, lo 
repeatedly given, that they began to ſtrip him 

| (raffian” like), ant leave him nothing but his 
| innocence, and the glory of being deſcended 
| frorm thoſe who had reſcued the country from 
the tyranny of Philip the IId. Let me alſo re- 

call to your mind the profound diſimulation 

4 with which theſe offers of friendſhip and pro- 
. tection were continued, until impudence it- 
1 | If would have bluſhed to diſſemble. I aver 
of it to be a fact, (for I was in the neighbourhood 
1d 
a- 


at the time, ) that, at the inſtant the Pruſſians 
were at the gates of Amſterdam, the patriots 


* (as they called themſelves) firmly believed. 
ds that a French army had reached Bois le Duc 
ed on it's way to their relief. N or was the farce 
. ill managed that lulled them into this reinous 
du confidence. The French affected to prepare 
mw for war-: they pretended to enter into a contract 


af for ſhipping with a merchant at Oſtend, for 
of F the 


ol 4.3 
the tranſport of troops from Dunkirk—to 
form magazines at Givet, from whence an army 
was to deſcend the Meuſe. Some boats were 
even purchaſed. A contractor for forage was 
appointed at Liege, and vaſt numbers of ar- 
tillery men, and other military adventu- 
rers, gentlemen with ruffles without ſhirts, 
traverſed that principality on foot, and in ſin- 
gle files, diſguiſed like peaſants, All theſe 
feints, you will, acknowledge, were well cal- 
culated to impoſe upon the credulous ſimplici- 
ty of thoſe whom they were meant to miſlead, 
and who, even at the moment that they, were 
abandoned and betrayed, looked up to Lewis 
the XVIth (God help him I) as the Meſſiah 
who was to work their political ſalvation. 


That the cool and firm conduct of the 
Britiſh miniſtry intimidated the common 
enemy of Europe, cannot admit of a doubt, 
They bluſtered indeed at firſt, and talked big, 
and would perhaps have ſent ſufficient troops 
into Holland to plunge the faction into civil 
war, but not to bring them out of it, for that 
would not IO ien their purpoſe, They 

were 


| ( 43) 
were perſuaded that Pruſſia would not act 
without the concurrence of England; and 
that England would not dare to plunge herſelf 


fo ſoon into freſh difficulties : but the laconic 


and expreſſive anſwer of Mr. Grenville to all 
their queſtions and tergiverſation 8, % Que le roi 
g arme, effectually ſilenced their impertineics 
and fruſtrated their deſigns. 


At the time that this negotiation was con- 
ducted with ſo much ſpirit, ability, and ſucceſs 
by that young and intelligent ſtateſman, whoſe 


| talents and integrity promiſe ſo much benefit 
to his country; meaſures were taken, un- 


known to government, by our eccentric friend, 
to have the citadel of Liege put into the hands 


of the Dutch, the very inſtant the French at- 


tempted to move at Givet, by which means 


the navigation of the Meuſe would have been 


interrupted, and the deſcent of an army, of 
ammunition, and of forage by water, rendered 


impracticable, until that fortreſs was re- 


duced, which could not, on account of 


it's natural ſtrength, have been done with- 


out a regular ſiege. The importance of 


this poſt in ſuch a moment, will ftrike 


F 2 every 


( 44) 
every man wha- has a. knowledge of that 


country, and it's acquiſition was certain, nat 


only from the attachment of ſome particular 
people to the courts of Berlin and af noon 
but from. the general hatred and deteſtation jn 
which, the Biſhop was held, who, under the 
maſque of the maſt ſincere and unaffected 
piety, conceals a mind capable. of concerying, 


and an heart capable of executing, every crime 
under Heaven, that does not require c urage 


to enſure it ſucceſs. The patriotic zeal, 


however, of our countryman was rendered. uſe · 


leſs by the event. The French fubmitted to 


the meanneſs of abandoning. their party, and | 


government derived a triumph more certain 


and complete, perhaps, than it would have ob. 


tained by Plunging the en into a war. 


Let me no remind you of another inſtinca 
of the, perfidy and duplicity of the French 
cabinet, which,.tho' not in the exact order of 
time, will illuſtrate ſtill farther thoſe truths 
which I have endeavoured, to eſtabliſh ;-and. 
convince. you that there was a ſyſtematic plan 
adopted at Verſailles, and purſued with inflex- 
ible but cautious malignity, to accompliſh the 

total 
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total ruin of the United Provinces, | I allude 
to the bravado (fer what was it elſe) of eman-· 
cipating the Scheld from the fetters which 
the Dutch, from neceſſity and common pru+ 
dence, had impoſed * it's n and * 
e mere. ig n 0 . a | 


When the emperor, , Aula by: . 
and by chat reſtleſs temper which denies repoſe 
to: himſelf and to all that unhappily comes 
within it's vortex, projected demands which 
he knew would never be complied with, and 
employed menaces which he never. meant to 
execute; it was evident that he built upon 
the inability of the Dutch to diſpute his pre- 

I tenſions. with the ſword, and vainly imagined 
that the bare mention of the ultima ratio regum 
would on this occaſion be concluſive. Under 
this perſuaſion he declared, “ that the ft 
ſhat © which they fired at the eſſe be ſhould. 
fend. up. the Scbeld, ſhould be. conſidered -as a 
_ declaration of war. Prince Kaunitz, more 
prudent and better informed than his maſter, 
** him that the veſſel would certainly be JS 
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ſtopt, and that, notwithſtanding the diſſentions 


of the Dutch, they would un queſtionably 
unite to repel ſo groſs an infraction of ſubſiſting 


treaties ; but as the emperor, like Lewis the 


Xlth, carries four ſon conſeil dans ſa tete, 
(and this is not the only parallel between 
them,) he replied ** hat ny would not dare 

to fire at the Imperial flag.” The event hap- 
pened, however, as it had been predicted, and 
when the diſpatch arrived at Vienna with the 
humiliating intelligence, it was forwarded to 
his majeſty with this ſarcaſtic indorſement, 
2 1 Rn tird, er 2224 | 


. 


Theſe autre Gch, which, to the beſt 
of my memory, conſiſted of fifteen or ſeven- 


teen articles, were neither more nor leſs than 
a pitiful expedient to add to the hoard of 
about twelve millions ' ſterling, which had 
been induſtriouſly accumulated by hook or by 
crook, by lopping off penſions which the mu- 
nificence, public gratitude, or piety of the late 
empreſs had beſtowed upon helpleſs and deſer- 


ving objects, and by other means to the full 


24 on an 
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28 ungenerous and indirect. In ſhort, my 
dear ſir, the demand of territory and opening 
the Scheld was the language of our gentlemen 
on the road, © your money or your life; for 
whenever the port of Antwerp is opened, Am- 
ſterdam, which contains the life-blood of the 
Seven Provinces, muſt loſe conſiderably. Tt 


was, in fact, a threatening letter to the repub- 


lic; and a fraud on the people of Brabant and 
Flanders: the one was to be plundered un- 
der the name of indemnity; the other, under 
that of a /ubdy. A ſimilar conduct in private 
life would expoſe the offending party to a pro- 
ſecution on the ſtatute againſt obtaining money 
under falſe pretences ; but, unfortunately for 
the repoſe and intereſts of ſociety, the mora- 
"y of PRIN differ from that of individuals. 


The Dutch, n notwithficridhn g their 
quarrels amongſt themſelves, were not intimi- 
dated: they had not only the ſpirit to reje& 
the extravagant demands that were made, but 
the good-humour to laugh at them; and if 
they had been left at liberty to manage their 
own affairs, I have no doubt but the celebrated 


ba | | diſtich 


| (48 ) 
diſtich that was written, I think „on Lewis the 
IV. or his great-grandſon, 


The ling of France, with 42,000 2 | 
March'd up the hill, and ſo march'd down again, 511 


would have been applied with greater juſtice 
to the enterpriſing Joſeph ; for the republic 
prepared for reſiſtance, and would have. left 
the iſſue of the difpute to the deciſion of the 
ſword ;. but as this would have defeated the 
more refined politics of the French miniſter, 
the mediation of his court was immediately of+ 
fered, and could not decently or fafely be re- 
fuſed. He was aware, that a public enemy 
witbout, would put an end to domeſtic feuds 
within, and this was not his object: he was 


alſo ſenſible, that, if hoſtilities commenced, 


his court would be reduced to the alternative 
of ſupporting the Dutch, or diſcovering the in- 
ſincerity of it's profeſſions, and either would 
have proved fatal to the views it had formed. 
It was a dilemma which required ſome dexte- 
rity to avoid, and the conduct of Monſieur de 
Vergennes was at one time ſo r N even 


at We that, on the queen's deſiring him 


to 


(+) 
to recollect that the emperor was her brother, 
he coolly replied, * hat be ſhould never for- 
* > that the fifter of the emperor was the 
queen of Fratice.” 


Independent of this hint, it was neceſſary to 
pteſerve appearances with the court of Vienna; 


for tho it was known it did not expect that ALL _ 


it had aſked would be granted, yet it was hever | 
imagined that Att, would be Given up, and 
that too with as little ceremony as-it had been 
demanded. Beſides, the Imperial fiat had pro- 


' nounced the firſt ſhot on the part of Holland 


to be a declaration of war ;—that ſhot was 
fired, and, as even the poſſibility of an amicable 
accommodation ſeemed excluded by this ſtep, 
comment eviter la guerre, ſans que ja majeſtẽ 
Imperiale ſe donne un dementi?— All this was 
embartaffing ; for, though the catalogue of 
claims was ſuſceptible of an arrangement, yet 
the honor of the emperor was at ſtake, and it 


was not eafy to fall upon an expediegt for ſav- 
ing it. 


CY 


Sach partly was -the language which was 
held at the Hague, but at Vienna another jar- 


G gon 


* 


1 
gon was ſpoken: it was contended, 1 the | 
faith of treaties was the baſis of all concord 
and friendſhip between independent ſtates, and 
that they ou ght to be inviolably obſerved — 
the injuſtice of ſuch enormous demands was 
afterwards examined, and commented upon 
with decent energy the impoſſibility of ac- 
ceding to them was modeſtly advanced, and 
it was reſpectfully inſinuated that the court of 
Verſailles would be compelled to eſpouſe the 
intereſts of the republic, if e terms 
were refuſed, 

Theſe te had che TOY effect, et 
comme il ne coute rien d 1 empereur de Je re- 
culer, he condeſtended to reduce his pretenſ fions | 
to what be thought moderate, but which were 
peremptorily rejected by the Dutch. Ano- 
ther ultimatum Was afterwards tranſmitted, 
which was alſo rejected. This was followed 
by another, which, though leſs inſolent and 
extravagant than the former, met with the 
ſame fate. The emperor became outrageous; 
Vergennes was diſconcerted by Batavian ob- 
ſtinacy, and had recourſe to threats. The Prince 
de 22 aſſured me, that he had received or- 
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ders to march the 15th of September, if theſe 
final terms (as they were called) were not ac- 
ceded to; and hoſtilities were thought inevi- 


table by thoſe who had not attended to the fa- 
' cility with which his Imperial majeſty re- 


tracts and recedes, the inſtant he finds that 


men are not to be frightened by big words and 


menaces. You were aſtoniſhed, I know, after 
all theſe immenſe preparations, and a reſolution 
to begin 'the war by a day fixed for that pur- 
poſe, that a farther reſpite was graciouſly al- 
lowed, until the return of a courier from Vi- 
enna (who by the bye never went); but how 
much more ſurpriſed were you, when another 
ultimatum, which had been kept in petto, (and 


which was as modeſt as an ultimatum can be,) 


was produced, and all the pompous. and ex- 


travagant demands that had been made, almoſt = 


\ -» 
*% 


entirely abandoned ! 
The French miniſter, apprehenſive that all 
his labor would prove fruitleſs, and his views 
be defeated, had already begun to talk in high 
terms, and threatened to leave the States Ge- 


1 W their fate; notwithſtanding he had en- 


V2 couraged 
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E 
couraged them to reſiſt the Imperial demands. 
to augment their land forces, and had actually 
ſaddled a man on them, (whom he wiſhed to 


get rid of,) to whom they gave a regiment that 


bore his name (the legion of Maillebois), and 


all the appointments with the rank and autho- 


rity of commander in chief. _ | 


The whole conduct of Monſieur de Ver- 
gennes in the beginning announced an intention 
to ſupport them, and he abſolutely promiſed 
it, provided they would be patient, and act 
merely on the defenſive, d auoir ſeulement un 
% peu de menagement pour Pempereur”-—nay, 
he even carried the deception ſo far (the better 


to remove all doubts of his ſincerity) as to or- 


der the troops on the frontiers of Brabant to 
hold themſelves in readineſs: artillery was 
alſo provided at Douay; and, at one time, the 
cavalry at Valenciennes were directed to be 
ready to march « an hour's notice, 2 


All this ap ared ſo convincing, that ſuſ- 
picion itſelf would have been lulled into con- 
fidence. The ſhot that was fired, however, 
| | furniſhed 


632) 


700 far ; that the outrage they had committed 
had deſtroyed the pleaſing proſpect he had of 


ſettling their differences with the court of vi- 


enna, and that he could not anſwer for the 
conſequences of their imprudence and im- 
patience. It was urged in vain that they had 


acted only on the defenſive; that their frigate 


did no more than it's duty in defending a paſ- 
ſage which had been ſhut by treaty, and 
which had been attempted to be forced; and 
that the emperor, not they, had ſought the quar- 
rel. The occaſion was too favorable to his 


purpoſe to be relinquiſhed, and evaſions coſt 


nothing, The ſhot they had fired was ſtill 
the ſubject of complaint; and, finding them- 
ſelves in danger of being deſerted by their 
friends, they finally conſented to cede, or ra- 


ther to exchange a fort on the Scheld; to pay 


near a million ſterling, by way of indemnifi- 
cation for the expences of marching the regi- 
ments of Wurmſer and Bender into the Pays 
Bas; and (at which gravity itſelf will be pro- 
voked to laugh) it was * * pour ſauver 
« Phon- 


Furniſhed him with an excuſe to change his. 
language: he pretended that they had gone 


5 
” ” 
* — — * 
* - — 
my 
— 
N A A ———_ * — . = 
— 2 r We. * . 9 mM : F 
” a. * 
= — 2 r . 42 x — ” ” — 
* * * * . ol — Pe jr HS Lang by Fa — - — 
a ” — 2 Pre . a&, — — - 
— _— — _ - 


64 ) 


Wo... } honneur de Pempereur,” to ſend an embaſſy 


to Vienna to apologize for the inſult pretended 
to have on offered to his flag. 


5 


Thus ended this Girhous negotiation, to the 
manifeſt prejudice of one party, and the infamy 
of the other: for, if the claims of the emperor 
were well founded, the terms on which they 
were compromiſed were diſgraceful ; if they 
were unjuſt, he was not leſs infamous, and the 
republic was plundered. There is no me- 
dium. The States General had been required 
to give up Mzſtricht; a part of Outre Meuſe; 
a marquiſate or two; and, if I am not mũſ- 

taken, ſome bailiwicks: an enormous ſum of 
money, with intereſt, ſaid to be owing, was 
alſo demanded; and the free navigation of the 
Scheld. There were ſome other articles 
which I do not remember; but compare the 
ſam total demanded, with the ſum total paid, 
and tell me if you think, that, if the former 
had been equitable, the latter would have been 
accepted? For the Dutch, after all their 
loſſes, are well able to pay twenty ſhillings in 
the pound; and I am ſure, from the character 

* ls « 


TOW 


of the man, that fo paltry a conſideration would 
never have been taken in full for ſo large a 
debt, if it had been juſt. But the fact is, the 


Dutch were bullied on one ſide, and betrayed 


on the other; for if Monfieur de Vergennes 
had not been reſolved. upon diſtreſſing them at 
all events, and on weakening them by every 
poſſible means he could deviſe, they would 
never have paid a ſtiver.— I ſhould think it 
very extraordinary in a Friend, that would ad- 


viſe me to compromiſe matters with an incen- 


diary, whe, without any right in law or equi- 


ty, and preſuming more on my weakneſs than on 


his own proweſs, ſhould think proper to demand 
half my fortune; and equally fo, if it was ex- 


| pected of me to reward his impudence and 


diſhoneſty by a pecuniary preſent after he had 
relinquiſhed his ill founded pretenſions to 150 


| dad 


. 


4 Now, fir, let me entreat of you to examine 
all the facts that I have ſtated, as well as others 


that muſt occur to you, and to examine, with 


your uſual penetration and preciſion, the whole 
conduct of the French cabinet of late years 


towards 
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towards the Seven Provinces. | Remember, I 
beſeech you, the artful manner in which it 
inſinuated itſelf into favor, for the purpoſe of 
plunging them, contrary to their intereſt, into 
a war with an old and faithful ally—the foul 
and illiberal means it employed in the midſt of 
that war, and after it's concluſion, to impeach 
the integrity of the Stadtholder, for the purpoſe 
of depriving him of all truſt and confidence, 
and creating diſſentions in the republic which 
threatened it's very exiſtence : recall to yout 
mind the duplicity of the pretended mediation 
of the court of Verſailles with that of Vienna, 
which terminated in plundering the Dutch of 
almoſt a million ſterling; and, finally, it' $ 
mean and diſhonorable deſertion of the party 
which it had ſeduced, and precipitated into 
acts of brutal and unpardonable violence, un⸗ 
der the moſt folemn aſſurance of protection 
and ſupport: combine and weigh all theſe 
eircumſtances together, and anſwer me can- 
didly, if you do not perceive, throughout the 
whole of theſe multifarious and iniquitous 
tranſactions, one perfect defign, a regular pre- 
concerted plan, artfully * and deliberately 


pur- 


(s) 
purkied to c certain point, that is, to the mean 


and views in September, 1787, in which the 
principal object was not ſo much to detach the 
Dutch from the Britiſh intereſts, and unite 
them to thoſe of France, as to impoveriſh and 
enfeeble them; to diminiſh their ſtrength, and 
reduce them, by inteſtine difcord, to ſuch a 
Nate of debility and inſignificance, as to render 
it a matter of no conſequence to what ſide they 
inclined in caſe of future hoſtility between the 


two kingdoms ? 7 | 


Nor wete the 2 190 Hed views of 
the artful and deſigning 1 miniſter who governed 
France at that time, confined entirely to the 
republic; he ſoared at higher game, and, in 
| the extravagance of his malignant views, ima- 


gined he had laid the foundation of inevitable 


ruin to the manufactures and marine of Eng- 
land by the treaty of commeroe.—1 hear you 


exclaim that he is no more : I know it: but 
I reprobate the maxim of de mortuis nil nif bo- | 


num; it was the artful invention of bad men, 
to e themſelves from poſthumous « cen- 


H ſure. 
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and ſcandalous deſertion of it's own ſyſtem 


1 


ſure. The virtuous man looks forward, ** ; 


| enjoys, even in this life, the reſpect that will 
be paid to his memory after death; he feels it 


a ſtimulus to great and glorious actions; and. 


if we regard the meritorious with admiration 


and affeCtion, if they live in our eſteem after 


they are ſummoned to the peaceful manſions 
of eternal reſt, to receive the recompenſe due 


to their virtuous career in this world, Why 
ſhould we refrain to ſtigmatize the profligate 


and wicked? No, ſir, let them dread the 


cenſure that will follow them to the grave; 


let them know, that the infamy of their lives 
will ſurvive their power of doing miſchief, and 
that their names will deſcend to the lateſt po- 
ſterity, marked with the execration of all man- 
kind. I repeat it to you again, that the friend- 


ſhip. of Monſieur de Vergennes was more fatal 


than his enmity; that all his profeſſions of 
amity were ultimately intended to anſwer ſome 

| ſecret and finiſter deſign; and that when he 
embraced ſo ardently the propoſal for a com- 
mercial treaty, he had no views of immediate 
advantage . to F rance, but of future detriment 
to o England; and tha, occupied with an idea 


ſo 


. 
# 


„ 


ſo congenial with his feelings, and ſo adapted 


to his talents, he was inſenſible to the innu- 

merable remonſtrances and repreſentations that 
flowed tumultuouſly from all the manufac- 
turing towns throughout the kingdom, eſpe- 
cially from Lyons, Rouen, Sedan, and Abbe= 


ville, in which the conſequences of a treaty, 


ſo viſibly beneficial to Great Britain and de- 


ſtructive to France, were ſtated with all the | 


energy and eloquence that n m 
could Kan. | | 


An attempt was made, you know, to throw 


an odium on that meaſure in England, and the 


miniſtry were accuſed of having facrificed the 


public intereſt to ideal advantages; but the 


clamor that prevailed on this fide of the chan- 
nel (for remember I am on the Continent) 


gave the lie direct to all the ſlanders of oppo- 


ſition on the other fide, and juſti fied a meaſurę 
which the event has abundantly proved t6 


have been founded in wiſdom, and to have the | 


extenſion of trade, and the general intereſts of 
the en. for it's object. 
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The Engliſh miniſtry, actuated by a liberal 
| ad generous ſpirit of patriotiſm, ſought” ta 
advance the proſperity of their own country, 
without doing an injury to their neighbours, 
The French miniſter was influenced by no 
ſuch motive; he went, like a deſperate gam+ 
bler, upon chances: his intention was ſolely 
| ta deſtroy; and, contenting himſelf with fow- 
ing at random the enyenomed ſeeds of diſtant 
miſchief, as he thought, he left it to time and 
accident to bring them to maturity. When 
he was reproached by a perſon who lived in 
habits of intimacy with him, that he had done 
an irreparable injury to the trade and manu- 
factures of his own country by that treaty, and 
aſked how he could be ſo egregiouſly deceived 
in a matter ſo obvious to the meaneſt capacity, 
he replied, ( Je ſais hien que le traité n'eft pas 
Gvantageux pour. nous; mais n'impoirte ;\ C ef 
a coup. de. canif d leur fameux ate de navi- 
ne ce gui wandte beaucoup par la fat fe 0 


10 1 tha; poor and deſpicable fn 
given by that ſorry politician 'for having ad- 
viſed his ſovereign to enter into that treaty.— 
I had 


* 
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I had it from the man to whom it was given, 
and you may rely on it's authenticity. duch 
rere the tricks and expedients ſo worthy of 
thoſe who performed them, and fo perfectly 
conſiſtent with the uniform practice of the 
French cabinet, by which the maritime trade 
of Great Britaia was to be eventually de- 
ſtroyed ; the Prince of Orange and his family 
diſgraced and baniſhed; and the Seven Pro- 
vinces reduced to that melancholy ſtate of 
anarchy and public diſtreſs to which France 
is at this inſtant à wretched and deplorable 


And * the plots and been of this 

ert court, had they been properly ſup- 
ported, were well calculated to bring them to 
an happy concluſion; but they. were negli- 
gently. purſued, and, beſides, the internal diſ- 
treſs of the country operated in a contrary di- 
rection, and counteracted their efforts. The 
diſorder which prevailed in their finances was 
not generally known; it was known only to 
a few, and that few (afraid to make it public) 
er no farther than to their on eaſe and 


mo- 
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emoluments during their precarious and tran- 
ſitory ſtay in office, and exulted in their dexteri- 
ty and addreſs, if they could conceal the canker | 
that ſecretly devoured the vitals of their coun- 
try. Even the moſt intelligent men in France 
never ſuſpected the evil to be ſo alarming as it 
has turned out to have been, and not one of 
them ſuppoſed it was incurable but by an ex- 
ploſion which would involve in one complete 
and comprehenſive ruin the nobility and cler- 
gy, and even the monarchy itſelf. A gaudy 


. exterior, a kind of ſtate yarniſh to cover poli- 


tical defects, was daily applied, and became fo 
effectually the mode, that any man, however 
mean and obſcure, who knew how to make 
uſe of this gloſs, was almoſt certain of * 
called into confidence and favor. 


1 are you to uppoſs that the michieß 
which have fallen with ſuch accumulated force 
on that kingdom are of recent growth: the 


foundation of them was laid by Lewis the 


XIVth, whoſe profuſion, oſtentation, and 
inſatiate ambition, plunged his country into 


uten. from e men of moderate ta- 


lents 


46) 
* and qnod: hearts might. have extricated 
it, but which ſubſequent miſmanagement and 
wanton prodigality continued to. augment, 
until the farce of the Notables, or Ruſe contre 
Ruſe, was performed, and rendered it impoſſible 


to conceal the internal diſtreſs of the nation 


| wy longer * itſelf or the world. | 


You, remember how com pletely Monſieur | 


de Calonne was the dupe of his pretended 
friend the Marquis de la Fayette on that oc- 
caſion; what difficulty he had to prevail upon 
his royal maſter to admit him into that aſſem- 
bly; and, finally, how he was betrayed by 
him. He might have exclaimed like Czfar, 
and with a much better grace, on receiving 
that ſtab to his fame and fortune, Et tu, Brute! 
Vet theſe acts of treachery and diſſimulation 
will ever be practiſed, and even applauded if 
ſucceſsful, under a government where men 
covet being great, and deſpiſe being good; 
who thirſt after power to gratify their reſent- 
ments and provide for their dependents, or 
who ſeek. only the means of enriching them- 
. or of ſupplying their extravagance; to 

8 whom 
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1 
whom order and œο Oοο/ in private and pub · 
lic life are alike unknown, and with whom 
patriotiſm, public virtue, and reputation, are 
mere abſtract * that — aan 
or — | c 


The 8 to the proſperity f 

France during the reign of the moſt pompous 
if not moſt diſſolute of all it's princes, inſtead 
of being probed in order to be cured, were only 
{ſkinned over; palliatives, not remedies, were 
adminiſtered, and the deluded patient, injured 
and inſulted by a ſucceſſion of empyrics equally 
ignorant and —_— has been — to 
6 — THEN = 


1 r not e Wi 8 3 far back in 
French hiſtory to diſcover the cauſe of all it's 
failures and misfortunes during the entire pe- 
riod of a century. The reign and minority of 
Lewis the XIVth are the epochs from whence 
both may be dated, at which time France 
might have acquired a government more cons 
ſanant to the rights of the people, and of 

courſe more permanent, if the Cardinal de 
b Retz 


( 65 ) 


Reta had been an honeft man; for, as to his 


abilities, they were deſpicable, - but his influ- 
ence and popularity were great, and they 


might have been rendered uſeful to his fellow- ä 


citizens, if he had, during the public com- 
motions in Paris, condeſcended to think of 
their intereſts as well as of his own; but he 


looked no farther than to a red hat, and he 


was baſe enough, for ſuch a bauble, to have ſet 
the world on fire, if he had poſſeſſed the means, 
and could have carried his point by it. The 
kingdom at that time was ripe-for the bleſſ- 
ings of freedom; it only wanted a virtuous 


man to have enſured it, and if that vain and 


unprincipled eccleſiaſtic had been capable of 
extending his views beyond his own little in- 


tereſts, he might have emancipated his coun- 


try from deſpotiſm, and have eſtabliſhed li- 


berty (the greateſt gift on earth) from the 
Pyrenees almoſt to the Rhine. 'You are ac- 
quainted with his memoirs, and it would be 


impertinent to enter farther into his hiſtory ; 
but what I have ſaid may tend to confirm you 
in the opinion you have fo often aſſerted, 


40 1 a prieſt 1 in folitics i ts to the full as miſ- 


I 60 chie vous 


. 
« chrevous an animal as a monkey in a cbina- 
« ſhop ;” and I perfectly agree with you, al- 
tho' you will find me hereafter a warm cham- 
pion for them in the Low Countries, not be- 
cauſe they want to govern, for I am certain 
they have no ſuch wiſh, but becauſe it has 
been baſely attempted to tread them under 


foot, and oppreſſion, whoever and whatever 


may be the object of it, ſhould be reſiſted --at 
leaſt it ſhall have my oppoſition. —But more 
of this in it's proper place. I truſt I have 


ſaid ſufficient to convince you, that nothing 


great or generous with reſpect to foreign, or 
beneficial or conſolatory with reſpect to do- 


meſtic politics, was ever an object of conſe- 
quence to the French cabinet, and that it's 


principal ſtudy has been to outwit and cir- 
cumvent each other in their own little pande- 
moniums at home, and that whenever they 
looked abroad, it was to involve their neigh- 
bours in difficulties and diſtreſs, and even on 
occaſions when no poſſible good could reſult 
to themſelves or their country from the ſucceſs 
of their paltry intrigues. 
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What a different example does the conduct 
of Great Britain exhibit at this inſtant to the 
world ! If her principles had ever been influ- 
enced by a mean and vindictive ſpirit of re- 
venge — if the generoſity and magnanimity 
of Britiſh politics could deſcend to practiſe 
thoſe arts by which France has ſo often at- 
tempted the deſtruction of our country; what 
an opportunity. does her preſent lamentable 
condition afford for ſevere and ample ven- 
geance?— But the juſtice that reſpects the diſ- 
tinction between the people and it's govern- 
ment, diſdains the idea of inflicting on the for- 
mer the puniſhment due only to the latter. 
Her miniſters alone are culpable- - the nation 
is innocent, and even entitled to our commiſe- 
ration; for the maxims of thoſe who have had 
the management of it's affairs, were not leſs 
ruinous and hoſtile to the natives, than to thoſe 
| againſt whom an enmity was avowed. In 
ſhort, the rights of the people were often in- 
vaded, and ſometimes ſacrificed ; for it is not 
leſs the characteriſtic of deſ potiſm to trample 
on life and property at home, than to deſolate 
and Lertrey abroad. Proſperity and con tent 


1.2 are 
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are the objects of it's perpetual hatred and pur- 
ſuit, as if it's ſole delight was to diſturb the 
order of Infinite Wiſdom, The revolution 
that has happened ſeems in ſome ſort indeed 
to have revenged the injuries they have re- 
ceived ; but tho' the authors of ſo much guilt | 
and public calamity are diſperſed like the Jews, 
and with as little chance as that vagabond 
crew of being again aſſembled, yet their exile 
and diſgrace would be but a poor compenſation 
for the miſchiefs they have occaſioned, if the 
event had not furniſhed the means of ere ding 
civil liberty on 10 ruins a an. a 


* 1 fir, you perceiye rs 3 

have been realiged; for you agreed with me, 
ſome ten years ſince, that the court of Ver- 
ſailles, in ſupporting our colonies, would in- 
troduce a turn for politics incompatible with 
the maxins of it's government, and which 
would perhaps (even in our days) produce a 
revolution in the minds of mem fatal to it's 
authority. Men, who had hitherto been re- 
ſtrained from delivering their opinions on a 
ſubject declared to be be vod their compre- 


henfion i 
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ans , and-at all events beyond their ſphere ; 
to whom pleaſures and amuſements were open- 

ed with an unbounded and pernicious liberality, 
in. order to divert their attention from the more 
important contemplation of their own miſe- 
ries, became, on a ſudden, politicians, and, in 
inveſtigating the rights of others, they acquired 
« knowledge of their own At the inſtant the 
court of Verſailles was facilitating the inde- 
pendence of America, it broke the chain by 
Wjhich it had held for ages twenty - four 
millions in bondage. — Thus far I think 
we are agreed, . but not as to the con- 
ſequences of the revolution; 3 for you are 
of opinion that we have every thing to 
fear, whenever France acquires a rational 
form of government eſtabliſhed on the reci- 
procal obligations of allegiance and protection, 
and becomes ſenſible of her immenſe reſour- 
ces. This is preciſely the very reaſon that 1 
| ſhall advance in ſupport of a contrary opinion; 
for the wiſdom that points out that rational 
ſyſtem of government which you ſeem to ap- 
prehend, will alſo point out the neceſſity of 
employing the great reſources of that king- 


dom 


oY 
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dom to repair her ruined fortunes, and ſecure 
her from ſimilar calamities in future. Men, 
who are capable of conferring ſuch a bleſſing 
on their country, will be ſenfible of the dan- 
ger and vanity of foreign conqueſts, and, con- 

fining themſelves to the arts of peace, reject 
alt thoſe idle ſchemes of enterpriſe and am- 
bition, which, tho attended with the moſt 
brilliant ſucceſs, are always more deſtructive 
than advantageous! to A who- bark in 
þ 88 
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But let me aſk you What pelle iy the 
French can derive from a conteft with us? 
Suppoſing their ſituation to be as flouriſhing as 

"talents and integrity equal ta thoſe that govern 
us at this inſtant can render it, (and that is ſup- 
poſing a great deal,) yet that would be a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for- not expoſing it toriſque ; for 
under the moſt provident adminiſtration they 2 
never can acquire ſuch a ſuperiority as to enſure 
them a certainty of ſucceſs. The force of the 

two countries will at the beſt be upon a par, 
and to engage on any other terms in hoſtilities 
with a * ſo formidable, we * much may : 

1155 8 «c 5 p ' 
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« be loft, and nothing can be gained,” would be 
madneſs itſelf, and of which there is certainly 
leſs danger at this period than ever; for, in 
proportion as the minds of men in that exten- 
five kingdom become enlightened, in propor- 
tion as they enter into the management of pubC- 
lic affairs, and become converſant with public 
buſineſs, they will diſcover the relative inte- 
reſts of the two countries, and how much it 
will be for the advantage and convenience: of 
both to enter into. the firmeſt bonds of union : 
for, in my partition of the globe, there are but 
two nations on the earth, FRANCE and ENG- 
LAND; and theſe will ever have it in their power, 
whenever they have the inclination, to preſerve 


peace and tranquillity in this lower world. 


You are ſhocked, perhaps, at my annihila- 
ting by a ſtroke of my pen all the other powers 
in Europe (for thoſe out of it have ſo little to 
ſay on the grand theatre of politics, that they | 
may be counted for nothing without any of- 
fence to their pride): but as you have travel- 
led from Venice to Peterſburgh; as you are 
well acquainted with the general character of 

| the 
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the inhabitants; with the reſources, population, 


and force, of the principal nations on this con- 
tinent, and the ſtate of improvement to which 


they are reſpectively arrived; I truſt you will 
excuſe a trifling hyperbole in favor of by far 
the moſt poliſhed and moſt enlightened por- 
tion of the human race. A teference to the 
journal of your travels and obſervations may 


poſſibly induce you to think my excluſion leſs 


extravagant, and to agree with me, that the pre- 


ſervation of the French monarchy, and a fin- 


cere alliance with it, would not only tend to 


the mutual intereſts of the two kingdoms, 


but to the benefit of mankind, by ſecuring to 
them the bleſſings of peace, and exciting them 


by their example to the cultivation of uſeful 
knowledge. | 40 


I know that a different idea is entertained 
by many of my countrymen, for whoſe judg- 
ment in other reſpects I have the higheſt ve- 
neration, but who on this occaſion pertnit their 
prejudices to interrupt the free exerciſe of their 


underſtandings, and to draw them into errors, 
which, excluſive of their illiberality, argue a 


_ want 
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Want of confidence in the ftrength and re- 
ſources of the nation. They are perſuaded 
that Great Britain would find her beſt ſecurity | 
in the diſmemberment of the French monar- : 
chy: they even expected (becauſe they wiſh- 
edit perhaps) that Britanny and Notmandy, | 
being in poſſeſſion of the fineſt harbors, and 
of the hardieſt and moſt induſtrious claſs of 
teh in the kingdom, would declare them- 
ſelves independent, and become a republic. 
Some of the foreign ptints even aſſerted that it 
had been offered to the Britiſh court to put 
[Breſt into our (Hants, and' we know it was 
propoſed td burn the ſhipping i in it's port and 
/arfenal, The contempt with which fo diaboli- | 1 
en a propoſition” was received and rejected, = 
proves that our miniſtry obſerve the ſame 1 
-maxims of integrity in public, which have in- 
« variably marked their conduct in private life; 
and that, feeling for a generous and gallant 
people, emerging as it were from llavery, they 
will not interrupt their progrels t to freedom, by h 
-fornenting their diviſions, and exciting them — | 
td. civil war, National honor is beyond all | 
-eſtimite but even if this ſentiment was ex- 


n K tinct 
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tinct in the breaſts of the Gen ſervants 
of the crown, and they were diſpoſed to avail 


themſelves of what you ſeem to think a fa» 


vourable moment, believe me, we could derive 
no benefit from the temporary diſorders in 


France, that could compenſate in any degree 


for the cowardice and infamy of retaliation, 


I have been at the trouble to combat your 
arguments in favour of diſunion, becauſe that 
idea appeared ſuſceptible of ſupport, and my 


conviction of your patriotiſm led me to believe 


you were ſcrious ; but I can ſcarce think you 
are in earneſt when you expreſs your appre- 
henſions that the ſpirit of revolt may extend | 


itſelf to England, where the principles of ſo- 


cCiety are ſo generally underſtood, and where 
the peaple expreſs themſelves ſo perfectly ſatiſ- | | 


fied with their ſovereign, and his government, 
and have certainly no reaſonable ſubject of 


complaint. I know that it has been aſſerted 


that the lower ranks of life are prone to revolt, 
and that this is the opinion of all the great 
and little deſpots on the continent, from Jo- 
ſeph the IId down to the Biſhop of Liege, the 
« mcan- 


Urs) 
meaneſt and moſt deſpicable of. the herd. (for 


there are near threehundred of them in the Em- 


pire). 1 know that this opinion has been pro- 
pagated with more than uſual zeal and induſtry 
ſince the revolution in France; for the inſtant 
the news arrived in Germany that the Baſtile 


Was taken by aſſault, they trembled for their au- 


thority, and many of them for their lives, and 
ſince the death of Foulon they ſicken at the 
ſight of a lantern. But ſurely, fir, the in- 
tereſted aſſertions of thoſe kinglings, or rather 
of ſuch TrinGs, (for I can ſcarce call them 


men,) are not to weigh againſt facts. The pa- 


tience with which the people have ſubmitted 
to their vexations and injuſtice, is a full refu- 
tation of the ungrateful and malevolent ſlander, 
and ſhould convince you that the violence 


which forces them out of the habits of obe- 
dience, muſt be great indeed. If you look in- 


to Robertſon' 's Hiſtory of Scotland, I think it is 
in the firſt volume, and between the 1 zoth and 
140th pages, (for I have no book with me,) 
vou will find he is we the ſame opinion: he 
expreſſly fays, that Subjects ſeldom venture 
0 2 refiſtance, which is their laſt remedy, 
| K 2 % but 
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4 but in cafes of extreme niteffity :” and again, 
jomewhere further on, he obſerves, that * Th 
«© People, unleſs their jealiuſer be raiſed by re- 


© peated injuries, are always ready to view '#he 
„ Ai. _ bf their foverergn "worth an indulgent 


« oye.” But if neither his authority nor mine 
habe any weight with you; E refer you to thi 
chidence of hiſtory ; and if you ſhould ſtill be 
ſceptical; F appeal to your experience : let me 
call you to ſeenes that have paſſed within your 
Sn knowledge and obſervation, and where our 
 intimacies and fituation have procured you aft | 
the information neceflarye to direct your jallgz 
ment. 34 9411 51 RV 171 „ 9 
bu gotten rl 0 
Von have! of late yrs chat frequented” 
Aix la Chapelle and Spà, you Have occafibnally* 
refided at Brufſels, and you are ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed itt tlie laws and conſtitution of Brabäne 
te-know that they have been wantonly arid int 
_ padently; violated. Our alitipathy to the! 
dfones of the Romith chiufch, and our wells 
founded prejudices againſt a religion in Which 
morals count for nothing, naturally diſpoſe us 
to think favorably of * nn and inten- 


 _ tions 
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tiohs'6f che ſoyercign who rehderg either” of 
theſe the objects of national reform; 3 and te 
y a account and perhaps apologize for "ths 
haſty: and extravagant ideas thif were formel 
in England of the abilities 6f the empert? 


when he aſcended the throne of his anceſtors. 


The injuſtice of depffving a number of Kelp- 
Kfs'o1d men and *wbtitent of tlie cbinfbtts of 4 
 eloiſter, to Whith they hat been zeculthime? 
frotti their eartieſf infancy (attd wife, you know, 
is ſecond hatute qc the crnelfy of forbing them 
again into publit Tife, from which they had 
lived ſo long ſecluded- and that ctuelty ftilk 
firther aggravated and augmented by the ſcanty 
N pittance allotted for their fupport, and the in- 
decent manner in which they were turned de- 


fenceleſs into ſociety, * the world before them, | 


| aud Providence their guide were diſre garded 
ir the general averſion to motraſteties, as if the 
unhappy wanderers had forfeited all claim to 


the rights of humanity on alſüming the habits 
of their reſpective orders. The reforms pre- 


tended to be introduced in the convents were 


attributed to the laudable motive of promoting 


1 8 and population {the reaf tiches of a 
N N country), 
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country), and enlightening the minds of tho 
people, by aboliſhing, with parental affection, 


that eccleſiaſtical tyranny which had fo long 


confined them in all the darkneſs of i Ty 
and nn. 


a was the opinion which was ne 


tained of the emperor in the commencement 
of his reign; and, if he had confined himſelf 


to the abolition of uſeleſs convents, and faith- 
fully applied their rich foundations to the cha- 
ritable purpoſes he pretended to deſtine them, 


little oppoſition would probably have been 
made to this exerciſe of his prerogative : but 


he went farther --- he was not content with 
wagingrelentleſs war againſt defenceleſs monks 
and capuchins, but he. invatied the rights of 
the people, and attempted the entire ſubverſion 
of the ancient form of government, which he 
had ſolemnly ſworn to preſerve inviolate, and 
to which he knew they were as warmly at- 


tached as to their religion. — Conſidering the 


K wonderful influence of the clergy and monks 
on the minds of the laity, it was a ſtrange 
blunder in him to neglect conciliating the eſ- 
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teem and confidence of the latter while he 
fuppreſſed and oppreſſed the others. By this 
extreme indiſcretion he united the two claſſes 
the moſt capable to oppoſe his deſigns, and 
whom he ſhould- have kept ſeparate by all 
poſſible means, agreeable to the maxim of 
divide et impera : but fo far from doing this, 
he even attacked the nobles, and ſeemed to 
hold their union as cheap as he does his oaths 

and proteſtations—they made a common cauſe 

of it, and when he attempted to introduce 
_ captains of the circle with the fame diſcre- 

tionary power which they poſſeſs in his here- 

ditary dominions, the flame that he had been 

preparing by his wild and extravagant ſchemes 
of reformation, burſt out with ſuch fury, that 
his miniſter, Count Belgioſo, whom you knew 
in London, was compelled to quit Bruffels. 
The Archducheſs alſo judged it prudent to 
retire, and on her arrival at Vienna was over- 
whelmed with reproaches for her precipitancy 
and cowardice, as be called it, in abandoning 
the government. He made no allowance for 
the fears incident to her ſex, tho the ſpirit 
that was rouſed might have made even Czfar 
tremble 5 
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E 
fſremble; and every cgurier that arriued from 
the Pays Bas was ſure to produce a lecture on 


cacy, and even —_ at * in a brother, 
maple kae. deen Bien 
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1 The reſult of that 3 was - aa 


renungiation on his part of all thoſe offentiive 


innovations, and a ſolemn premiſe to obſerve 
the: conditipng of the.joyeu/e ene ce, the magna 


tent The public tranquillity was reſtorod, 


and; the warmeſt expreſſions of generous loy- 
 Alty, inſpired by confidence, and delivered in 


All the falne(s of ſincerity and affection, ſuc- 
cegded to the gloom and reſentment: which 
injuſtice and oppreſſion had excited. In No 
vember, 1787, Count Trauttmanſdorff, in- 
veſted with extraordinary powers, arrived at 
Bruſſels. to ratify theſe conceſſions. He was 
followed by an adventurer of. the name of Dal- 
von (for general Laſcy, to whom this officer 
Ses hig rapid riſe in the Imperial ſervice, was 


_ then high fayor at Vienna). This gentleman, 


© 21021 who 


timidity, which neither /b nor her mild and 
noffenſive huſband deſerved, and which: delir 


charta of the Low Countties, in all their en- 
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h 
who had the command of the troops given 


to him to recampenſe his barbarity in Walla— 
chia, was alſo inveſted with extraordinary 
powers; and, that the ſword and bayonet, 


ſhould not be interrupted in their ſanguinary 
courſe, he was neither accountable to the mi- 
niſter nor to the Archducheſs for his conduct. 
This, you will eaſily imagine, created a jea- 


louſy in the civil and military departments, 


and of courſe retarded the operations of go- 
vernment. Neither of them, however, I be- 
heye, were diſpoſed to lenient meaſures; for 

neither of them have any idea of governing 
but by /orce: the one poſſeſſes all that pride; 
and inſolence which Voltaire ſo happily ridi- 
eules in his Candide; and the other, from a 
total want of education and the ſtrong habits 
of a military life, knows no other maxim than 
— om ogt | | 


4 It was not likely, that a people, jealous of 
their liberties, and proud of their chartered 
rights, could be perfectly at their caſe under 
men ſo little converſant with the principles of 
civil n. and eſpecially as the latter of 
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them declared he would hang every man who 
preſumed to'wear the volunteer uniform. This 
menace, impertinent and premature as it was, 
would have been attributed to the inſolence of 
office, and deſpiſed, as the worthleſs reptile is 
from whence it came (ſor the people at that 
time had no idea of reſuming a àreſs avowedly 
hoſtile to their ſovereign); but it was the Har- 
binger of almoſt immediate violence, and the 
wanton maſſacre of ſeveral citizens aſſembled 
from motives of curioſity on the Grande 
Place at Bruſſels, the 2 1ſt and 22d of January, 
1 1788, announced too clearly the intention of 
f the emperor to retract his promiſe, and eſpeci- 
3 ally as the ſubaltern-who committed the car- 
| nage was inſtantly promoted. The letter of 
—_— Count Trauttmanſdorff of that date, in which 
he threatens the council of Brabant with the 
bayonet and cannon, will be regiſtered in the 
annals of tyranny. I have unfortunately miſ- 
laid this curious ſpecimen of Auſtrian legiſ- 
lation; but I have another, not leſs curious, 
from the ſame gentleman, of a prior date, ad- 


dreſſed to the council of Brabant, which ” : 
* for your information. 


. a | 3 


e ( 8 ) 


- "Muetzuns, 


bs Nous n'ayons pil voir qu? avec une ſur- 
priſe extreme, la copie qui circule imprimèe, 
d'une lettre que les erats de Brabant doivent 
vous avoir adreſſce le 3 de ce mois, au moment 
de la ſeparation de leur afſemblee—** Pour vous 
t remercier de la maniere dont Vous. les aver 
0 aides pour la conſervation des loix  fondamen- | 
* tales et des priviltges de Brabant, ainſi que de 
LY facilits que par vdtre ſageſſe vous avez ap- 
a ports @ leur travail, au moyen des conferences 
„qu ili ont tenus avec des commiſſaires de vitre 
« compagnie; les etats vous invitant au reſte 
e par cette lettre d demeurer 4 Favenir apec 
C eux, dans la meme intelligence ſur tout ce qui 
« pourroit etre relatif au bien public, et nomme- 
« ment d la conſervation des privileges, et vous 
10 requerant, dans la vue de rendre ce commun 
accord plus far, et plus profitable, de prendre 
* la ferme reſolution, que tous les edits et autres 
diſpoſitions ayant aucunement trait 4 la joys 
« euſe entree, qui ſeront envoydes au conſeil d la 
* Chancellerie de Brabant, ne ſeront pas emanes 
ni executes ſans prealable connoiſſance et avis 


ke? L 2 « des 


( # ) 
« es etats ou de leurs deputts, qui en ddliberes 
© ront chaque fois avec leurs colleagues preſens, 
vous re&querant finalement pour remplir d cet 
« egard leur defir de prendre, et de leur faire 
connoltre les mefares ulterieures qui pourroient 
1 tre er en @uvre Ju elot . n * | 
% naire.” . di 
© « Sans nous atreter 21 Vindeecher avec la- 
quelle les &tats affichent par cette piéce Ie peu 
de confiante qu' ils ont dans la promeſſe ſolem- 
nelle que ſa majeſts leur a faite, et reiterce ſur 
le maintien de la conſtitution, qu' elle eſt tres 
fermement decidee A conſerver dans tous ſes 
points, nous vous declarons, que ſa majeſté ne 
ſouffrira jamais que ſous le pretexte abuſif, de 
privilige, Von empiete en quoi que ce puiſſe 
etre, ſur le droit de fa ſouverainete, et d apres 
cela nous ne pouvons nous empècher de vous 
rappeller tres ſerieuſement, que quoique vous 
ayez prete ſerment entre les mains des Etats 
ſur la joyeuſe entree, vous n tes cependant en 
aucune ' maniere leurs officiers, ni autoriſés à 
avoir avec eux la moindre relation, ſans la con- 
noiffance et l'aveu de Vempereur vor RE 
9 MAITRE, 2 SEUL vous ECtes 
officiers 
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officiers par votre état, et par votre ſerment; 
en conſequence de quoi nous vous 2n7erdsſons 
tres expreſſement par la preſente, d'avoir en- 
core ſur les affaires publiques, aucune eſpëce 
de relation, liaiſon, correſpondance, au -intelli- 
gence quelconque, ſoit en corps, ſoit par com- 
miſſaires, avec les Etats ou leur députés, ſans 
prealable aveu ou ordre expres de {a majeſts 
ou de ſon repreſentant—Nstre intention tant, 
que ſi dans quelqu' edit, ordonnance, ou autre 
diſpoſition que le gouvernement pourra vous 
envoyer, vous trouverez quelque choſe qui 
vous paroitroit incompatible avec la joyeuſe 
entree, vous vous bornerez à en faire la repre- 
ſentation au gouvernement, qui jugera pour lors 
fi Ceſt le cas ou non d'entendre les etats ſur la 
matière.— Nous vous defendons au reſte de faire 
aucune reponſe aux Etats ſur la lettre en 
queſtion, , et vous ordonnons, au cas que vous 
euſſiez deja fait une, ou que vous euſſiez deja 
pris quelques reſolutions ſur l'objet de la dite 
lettre, de nous en remettre ſur le champ une 
copie. A tant, meſſieurs, Dieu vous ait en 
fa fainte garde. De een le 1 3 Decem- 
bre, 1987. | 

| (Signe) ern 
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From this period, new ſcenes of vexations 
enſued. The inhabitants were expoſed to all 
the inſolence of military deſpotiſm; the ſol- 
diery, let looſe from the wholeſome diſcipline 
obſerved by that good old man general Mur- 
ray, (whoſe prudence and clemency had already 
prevented a civil war,) inſulted the citizens 
with impunity, and every complaint againſt 
their licence and irregularity was treated with 
mockery and contempt. Their patience and 
loyalty, however, kept pace with oppreſſion; 
and tho! every indignity was offered to provoke 
them into intemperance, they were reſolved to 
give Mr. Dalton no reaſonable pretext. for 
realizing his threats. The bravadoes of this 
modern Alba were rendered futile by the firm- 
neſs and coolneſs of Mr. Vandernoot the 
lawyer, who publicly admoniſhed the members 
of the ſtates to fortitude, as they aſcended the 
ſteps of the town-houſe on the day of the 
maſſacre, when artillery with lighted matches 
were. levelled againſt that building, to force 
them into ſubmiſſion or deſpair, and he. de- 
clared in the preſence of thouſands, qu'il bri- 
ſeroit tous les cannons de | empereur avec ſa 

Plune.— | 
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Plume — The event, you ſees has verified Us | 
menace. 3 
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After this, the tiers &tat reſented the con- 
duct of government by refuſing to grant the 
ſubſidy. Threats were employed to intimi- 
date, and promiſes to ſeduce them into compli- 
ance, but to no effect: they were inflexible in 
the legal exerciſe of a right which could not 
be diſputed ; _ the right to * hay 
right to 5 


war will not trouble you Win a detail of al 
the little deſpicable means to which recourſe 
was afterwards' had to irritate ' them; neither 
will ! remind you of the wanton maſſacre of 
men, women, and children, at Antwerp laſt 
| Auguſt, nor the pitiful and -unmanly inſults 
offered to a venerable old man, the Archbiſhop 
of Mechlin : all theſe, tho they produced no 
immediate acts of violence, prepated the minds 
of men for future reſiſtance, ſhould _— be 
driven be, injuſtice to et 


9 in all theſe proceedings, you will be led 


to 
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to * that the emperor was reſolved ta 
carry his point, and that the ſpirit of reſiſtance 
fell in proportion as the provocations encreaſ- 
ed. No ſuch thing. In the midſt of all theſe 
military executions, the deſpot and his inſtru« 
ments trembled. An application was even 

made by ſome of chem to be recommended to 
the Engliſh miniſtry: they declared that the 
government, weak and divided within itſelf, 

vas incapable to protect it's friends; and that, 
having rendered themſelves obnoxious to their 
ſellow- citizens, they had no ſecurity from 
their reſentment, but in voluntary exile, and 
that to the number of thirty were ready to 
embark, with the remains of their ruined for- 
tunes, for Botany Bay, if they could obtain 
permiſſion to ſettle there. You will ſmile at 
their choice, and, in ſome of your philoſophi- 
cal reveries, trace their preferring that ſpot, to 
that ſympathy which inſpires men of conge- 
nial diſpoſitians with a deſire of becoming in- 
timately connected with each other, and eſpe- 
cially when you are informed, that a Monſieur 
Jobert, the head of this party, was afterwards 
diſpatched. to. Lenden for the ee of clan- 
62 deſtinely 
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deſtinely bringing away Monſieur Vandernoot, 
or, if this was impracticable, de Sen defaire— 
in plain Engliſh, to aſſaſſinate him. 


Bruſſels at this time b ne a * 


ſpies, nor were the firſt circles exempt from 
them. All the means that treachery and cow- 
ardice could deviſe, were employed; and ſo 
little idea had the chiefs of the civil and mili- 
tary departments of that conſiſtency and digni- 
ty which can alone render government reſpect- 
able, and give force and authority to it's mea- 
ſures, that both were ſacrificed to their fears, 
and in proportion as the winter of 1788, ad- 
vanced, every proceeding was marked by pue- 
rility or ſtampt with ridicule.— Will you be- 
lieve that the whole garriſon, cavalry and in- 
fantry, were under arms twelve hours, to ſeize 
an individual, who, as he always walked alone 

and unarmed, might have been taken at any 
hour of the day, without the leaſt difficulty? 
T Can you ſuppoſe any thing more abſurd than 
to have ſurrounded the houſe of Mr. Vander- 
noot, in the dead and calm of night, with a 
detachment of four hundred men, and break 


M into 
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1 
into it at the inſtant that they knew he had 
left the town, at leaſt, fix hours before they 
were ſent, appriſed of their intentions ?—But 
what will. you think of their ingenuity and 
capacity for public affairs, when you are told 
that it was never meant to ſeize him, but 
merely to frighten him out of the country, 
and to intimidate thoſe who remained behind? - 
— He had committed no offence againſt the 
Jaws, nor had any lega] warrant at that time 
wh ifſued for apprehending of him. That 

ceremony was s ſubſequent to the burglary they 
committed. 


Many ſimilar manceuvres were played off 
with a degree of ſucceſs proportioned to the 
wiſdom of their contrivance, until the empe- 


ror himſelf reſolved upon one grand and final 


effort to frighten all the Netherlands into im- 
mediate and implicit obedience, Preparatory, 
howeyer, to this great and infallible ſtroke of 
Imperial ſagacity, many ſignificant ſhrugs, 
woeful countenances, and all the machinery of 
the paſſions, were employed, and vague reports 
Fuculated that coercive meaſures would be 

adopted 
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adopted - that, as the ſubſidy was refuſed, it 
| was probable the ſoldiery would be allowed 
free quarters on the citizens ;—and, the more 
effectually to encreaſe the general conſternation, 
it was inſinuated, not expreſſed, that ſomething 
very terrible would happen, in order, no doubt, 
that every man might form, according to his 
fancy, his idea of this very terrible thing, and 
become intimidated by his own conjectures. 
At laſt, the direful ſecret was revealed: the 
miniſter was to be recalled; and Mr. Dalton, 
à man of obſcure birth, was to ſuperſede the 
Archducheſs, and be entruſted with the entire 
management of affairs. Here was the de- 
noüement of this wonderful plot, and this was 
the conjurer, the cunning man, that was to 
lay the ſpirit of oppoſition, or rather the fe, fa, 
fum, that was to frighten men, women, and 
children, into ſubmiſſion. 


| To * an air of authenticity to theſe re- 
ports, preparations were made for the j Journey, 
which was delayed from time to time, in the 
* that fear, chat powerful auxiliary of ty- 
Das M 2 rants | 
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rants ! Would operate oh the minds of the 


people, and induce them to proftrate their 
necks to the yoke. The information was re- 


_ ceived in ſullen ſilence. The day of the de- : 
parture was fixed it produced no effect—it 


was poſtponed—theſe ultimatums were diſre- 
garded. The miniſter himſelf condeſcended 
to deplore the conſequences of this fatal and 
inconceivable obſtinacy, and ſeriouſly admo- 
niſhed them to render his departure unneceſſaty 


by a prompt compliance with the emperor's 


defire. The anſwer was laconic “ they would 
« abide by the laws.” Monſieur Trauttmanſ- 
dorff was diſconcerted by their firmneſs, but 
he muſt ſet off to avoid being laughed at. The 
roads were bad, and, to add to his chagrin, 
there was an heavy fall of ſnow. The gen- 
tleman, however, departed, cold as it was; 
but a pretended expreſs from Vienna happily 
overtook him at Mons, and brought him back 


to Bruſſels, on the very day that he left it: he 
even returned in good humor, promiſed to 


give balls, and endeavoured to conciliate, when 
he — he could not intimidate. 
Theſe 


0 

Theſe poor deceptions were too groſs to eſ- 
cape obſervation—it proved the weak neſs of 
government it proved more it proved it's 
wickedneſs. You are no ſtranger to the ſcenes 
that enſued. The maſk was ſoon after 
thrown off. The ancient government, which 
by the bye we are bound to ſupport, was ſub- 
ny and; the people had no remedy-but in 
an appeal to Heaven and the ſword. It is be- 
neath the dignity of truth to deſcend to a re- 
futation of the atrocious and unprovoked ca- 
lumnies which the inſtruments of deſpotiſm 
have circulated by Imperial command againſt 
.the peaceable;,' and hitherto loyal inhabitants 
of the Belgie provinces. The innumerable 
edicts with which they have been harraſſed | 
fince the death of the late empreſs, contain 
the beſt anſwer that can be given to the various 
tibels of a ſanguinary and vindictive govern- 
ment; and if the provident induſtry of prince 
Kaunitz had not inceſſantly examined, and 
pradently deſtroyed almoſt as faſt as his roy al 
maſter writ, the preſs would have groaned un- 
der the preſſure of his pen, and the country 
have been deluged with ordinances which 
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common ſenſe would bluſh to avow, and re 


ſignation herſelf have ſpurned at. 


Had the emperor confined his rage for le- 
giſlation to his hereditary dominions, where 
his obligations are rather implied than aſcer- 


tained, and where no poſitive contract ſimilar 


to that in the Low Countries appears to exiſt 


between the ſovereign and ſubject, the execu- 


tion of his mandates would not perhaps have 


been diſputed, altho' all ranks of people com- 


plain of his deſpotiſm, and would chearfully 
ſhake. off the yoke, if they happily poſſeſſed. 
the means: but his ſituation in the Nether- 
lands is different ; his power 1s circumſcribed 3 
the limits of his authority are marked, and 
clearly defined, by legible and exiſting laws, 
which he has ſolemnly ſworn to preſerve in- 
violate, and which he cannot infringe with- 


out incurring the guilt of perjury, and for- 


feiting the allegiance of the people. The hiſ- 
tory of all nations proves that ſubjects are not 


eaſily provoked to revolt, and that their grie- 


vances muſt be enormous, whenever they ap- 
peal from the juſtice of the prince to the de - 
cifion 


(..95- ) 
cifion of the ſword. All Europe is informed 
of the illegal ſeizure of unoffending citizens, 
by the ruffian and mercileſs hand of power, at 
midnight, without any ſpecific crime laid. to 
their charge or form of proceſs, and of their 
being clandeſtinely tranſported to Vienna, to 
periſh in a dungeon, or on the banks of the 
Danube, while their magiſtrates have been 
ignominiouſly dragged to priſon, for refuſing 
to ſanction illegality, or aid oppreſſion. All 
Europe has beheld, with equal horror and in- 
dignation, the wanton maſſacres committed 
by the military at noon- day, for the diabolical 
purpoſe of exciting the people to revolt, that 
a pretext might be had for havock and devaſ- 
tation, and levying war agalnſt the defenceleſs 
natires. Vet theſe injuries, enormous as they 
are, and aggravated as they have been by the 
ferocious tyranny of a ſubaltern deſpot, whoſe 
brutality has been rewarded with the higheſt 
truſt and confidence, could not have compelled 
them to deviate from that patient and exem- 
plary ſubmiſſion which has ever diſtinguiſhed 
them, and ſtill leſs could they have forced them 

into a conteſt of danger and difficulty, the iſſue 
of 
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11 
of which is uncertain, if their conſtitution, the 
laſt remaining ſecurity they poſſeſſed for their 
lives, liberties, and fortunes, had not been an- 
nihilated, and themſelves reduced to a pre- 


carious dependence on the bounty of a man, 


whom kindneſs cannot win, nor gratitude 
bind. Under theſe circumſtances, no alterna- 
tive remains, but ſubmiſſion or refiſtance. 


They have adopted the- latter, in preference to 


an abject and ignominious ſurrender of their 


deareſt rights, and, in appealing to Heaven for 


the juſtice of their cauſe, they truſt they will 
ſtand acquitted by God and the world, of the 
— that may enſue. 


The wicked and cowardly expedient of con- 
ſigning the towns and villages to the flames, 
and the ſtill more horrid cruelty of extermi- 
nating men who contend only for their rights, 
may be terrible for the moment, and impoſe 
on weak and timid minds ; but the courage of 
a nation rouſed by repeated injuries and ani- 
mated by deſpair, will riſe ſuperior to theſe 
laſt efforts of vindictive tyranny, and render 
them as impotent and abortive as they are atro- 
| cious 
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cious and unexam pled. Far, however, from 
imitating a conduct ſo contrary to the received 
maxims of juſtice and humanity, they have 
generouſly ſpared the lives of their remorſeleſs 
aſſaſſins, and, in declaring themſelves releaſed 
from the dominion of the houſe of Auſtria, 
they have only exerciſed thoſe rights which 
they derive from nature, and which are im- 
plied or expreſſed under all forms of govern- 
ment | Whatever. 


Now, fir, can you lay your hand upon your 
heart, and ſay, that this revolt is without pro- 
vocation or excuſe ?—Have not their tempe- 
rance and forbearance been exemplary ? Have 
they in any one inſtance violated zherr obli- 
gations, or neglected, during a ſeries of 'vexa- 
tions for the laſt ſeven years, to bring their 
fovereign to a ſenſe of his duty, and, which 
was likely to operate ſtill more powerfully on 
fuch a mind, to a ſenſe of his true intereſts, in 
foliciting by all mild and legal means a redreſs 
of their various and multiplied grievances? It 
is not to caprice or wantonneſs that the inſur- 
rection in the Low Countries is to be attri- 
N buted, 
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buted, but to. the imprudence, inconſiſtency, 
and violence of the emperor. Omnis «la tem- 
peftas Ceſare impulſore excitata eff. To Ceſar, 
therefore, let the guilt, the odium, and miſ- 
fortunes that have happened in the Belgic pro- 
vinces, be attributed, and to Cæſar only. Be- 


lieve me, I am as averſe as you can poſſibly be, 
to that levelling diſpoſition which would de- 


ſtroy all diſtinctions of rank. The unerring 
hand of nature has marked, in ſtrong and in- 


delible characters, ſuch an inequality on the 


minds and capacities of men, and the very 
inſtitution of civil ſocieties is ſo clear and con- 
vincing a proof of the exiſtence of this inequa- 
lity, that it would be the height of abſurdity 


to ſupport a contrary opinion, or even to ſup- 


poſe that any. commonwealth could exiſt in + 


which the component parts were poſſeſſed of 
equal rank, fortune, and authority. Our rea- 


ſon alſo informs us, that mankind are directed 
by the general conſtitution of human nature to 


ſubmit to government, and ſubmiſſion cer- 


tainly implies a ſuperior power ſomewhere. 
All that, I contend for is, that this ſuperior 
power, wherever it be lodged, whether it be 

| con- 
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- confided in the hands of one man, or of five 
hundred, ſhould be defined and aſcertained, 
that we may know what we have to truſt to— 
in other words, that we ſhould be governcd 
by fixt and poſitive laws, and that thoſe laws 
ſhould only know diſtinctions in crimes, not 
in perſons. Theſe are the principles. upon 
which our government is eſtabliſhed, and the 
only principles upon which a people can be 
ſecured from oppreſſion, injuſtice, and inſult. 


If the blunders, inconſiſtency, and ſeverities, 

which have terminated in a general and deter- 
mined inſurrection, aſtoniſh you, you will not 
be leſs ſo at the extraordinary means that have 
been taken to ſuppreſs it. They thought to 
extinguiſh one flame by another: that is, the 
glorious flame of liberty was to be extin- 
guiſhed by the conflagration of towns. Mer. 
Dalton, I am told, is a native of Ireland, and 
he borrowed that idea, perhaps, from his coun- 
try. The other ' expedient of hanging was 
much better calculated to anſwer their pur- 
poſe ; for if they could have contrived to put 

to death every man that was hoſtile to their 

N 2 maſter, 
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auiſter; the rebellion of courſe would have cea- 
ſed. In this they reaſoned to the full as well 
as the man who declared he would get into- a 


pint bottle, if it was big enough. When it 
was diſcovered that hanging and burning were 


not efficacious remedies againſt well-founded 
revolt, they generouſly offered a pardon ; but a 


pardon implies guilt, and thoſe to whom it 


was offered were innocent. This was another 
blunder, and, to render it ſtill greater, the 


moſt meritorious (that is, the men who were 
the firſt to ſtand forth in defence of their coun- 
try) were excepted. No notice being taken of 


this ſolitary inſtance of Imperial clemency, ano- 
ther pardon, as it was impudently called, was 
iſſued, without any exceptions : but this alſo 
was received with filent contempt ;- for what 
faith, what confidence, can the people have 
in a man who has violated his moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and who, even at the very moment 
that he offered a general amneſty, tranſmitted 
directions to the commander in chief to en- 
velop the inſurgents, and deſtroy every man of 
—WW 5 | Ea 
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But do you imagine that theſe terms would 
have been offered, if they could have carried 
their ſanguinary ſchemes into execation ? No, 
believe me: a panic | ſeized them; Foulon 
was before their eyes, and eſpecially . before 
thoſe of Mr. Dalton they trembled, and 
affeted thoſe virtyes which neither of them 
poſſeſſed; compaſſion and generofity. Their lan- 
guage,” which before was inſolent, became 
humble; for what is more abject, mean, or 
.deſpicable than a degraded tyrant! What excuſe 
the miniſter and general can poſſibly offer to 
their maſter for permitting a force to aſſemble - 
under their very noſe, appriſed, as they were, 
of the general diſaffection that prevailed, and 
to permit that force to arm, to form, and to 
prepare for offenſive operations, without mak- 
ing any effort to diſperſe them, until they were 
in a condition not only to diſpute the ground 
with regular troops, but even to defeat them, 
I know not; but this I know; that, if his 
Imperial majeſty does not conduct his iniqui- 
tous and unprovoked war againſt the Turks 
with better ſucceſs than he has done his af- 
fairs in the Netherlands, the ſpread eagle 
15 TK s by will 
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wilt never fly triumphant on the battlements 
at Conſtantinople. | 4 -. 


tail, if it had not been neceſſary to remind 
you of the oppreſſions under which a patient, 
loyal, and induſtrious people have long labor- 
ed; the mockery with which their complaints 
have been treated; and the duplicity of offering 
them a pardon at the moment their extermina- 


brought this ſanguinary mandate was inter- 
cepted by the patriots, and his diſpatches were 
conveyed to their committee at Breda. This 
circumſtance alone, were others wanting, 
would be ſufficient to let you fully into the 


the compoſt on the weeds, to make them ranker 
injuſtice with which the firſt nobility in Bra- 


D'Aremberg, to whoſe ſplendid hoſpitality all 
our countrymen who have viſited Bruſſels 
have the greateſt obligations, and for whoſe 
amiable and virtuous family every generous 
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tion was reſolved upon; for the courier that 


. Tharacter of the man; but I vill not ſpread 
Lou are no ſtranger to the indignity and 


bant have been treated, particularly the Duke 
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and grateful heart muſt fee 1 1 anxious 
ang 


As to the part that Great Britain ought to 


take in this revolution, that is a matter — | 


the capacity of a man ſo little informed as I 
am to decide upon: it involves in it ſuch a 
variety of cofifiderations, that the ſolitary ar- 
gument in favor of the rights of humanity, 
may be, loſt in the multitude of political ob- 
jections that may be urged againſt that coun- 


try becoming independent; tho', for my part, 
I fee no reaſon ſo ſtrong egainft.it's emancipa- 


tion, as I do for it. 


The politics of the emperor are ſo unintelli- 
gible, ſo fluctuating, and indeciſive his con- 
duct from his firſt entrance into public life, 
(for his private life does not deſerve mention, ) 
has been ſo. marked with a more than childiſh 
impatience and inconſiſtency, that all alliances 
with him muſt be inſecure with reſpe& to 
their duration, and dangerous with regard to 
their conſequences ; and when it is conſidered 
that he has already attempted to- get rid of 
| + the 
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the Low Countries by exchanging them with the 
elector of Bavaria, and that throwing ſuch a 
fertile, and I may add luxuriant territory, a- 
bounding in wealthy and induſtrious citizens, 
into other hands, may eventually be attended 
with ſerious conſequences to our political and 
commercial intereſts; it cannot be doubted but 
their independence is preferable to their falling 
under the dominion of any other power, and 
* under that of Fi rance. 


By rendering the 3 "TAN | Netherlands 
independent, Pruſſia will acquire a barrier 
on the ſide of Cleves; and could the biſhop- 
ric of Liege be ſeparated from the Empire, 
as the inhabitants almoſt to a man have 
long wiſhed, and incorporated with Bra- 
| bant and Limbourg, whom it ; divides, the 
Dutch would not only be perfectly ſecured 
from danger on the fide of France, but have 
their commeree encreaſed by the free navigation 
of the Meuſe, whoſe deſcending waters are 
clogged with ſo many tolls and duties, that the 
tranſport by land carriage of even iron ma- 
nufachures from Liege to Holland, has been 
£7: | found 
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found the cheaper mode. To theſe advanta- 


were, in their fortunes, we muſt in ſome de- 
gree abide by chew fate. | 


As to the probability of the courts of Ber- 


lin and the Hague forming other connections 


in violation of their engagements with the 


court of London, that is looking far forward, 
indeed, and farther than we ought to do; for 


if this conſideration, which marks a ſuſpicious 


charaQter, was to enter into political nego- 


tiations, no treaties of friendſhip or alliance 
would ever take place. It is always ſuppoſed, 
and I am ſure it has always been meant by us, 
to adhere bond fide to the faith of all our trea- 
ties; and it is owing to this circumſtance that 


foreigners entertain ſo exalted an idea of Britiſh 
integrity. I am ready to confeſs. that the beſt 
> | O ſecurities 


ges may be added another, which cannot fail of 
having it's proper weight with thoſe to whom 
the public intereſt is confided; which is, that 
our ſecurity will always be comprehended in 
the ſecurity of our allies ; for whatever pre- 
ſerves them from danger and miſchief muſt 
alſo preſerve us; for being embarked, as it 
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ſecuri ties for the obſervance. of treaties | are, 
intereſt and convenience; and theſe are the tv 
motives that will operate moſt powerfully both. 
at Berlin and at the Hague in favor of an alli- 
ance, which a aſſures peace and proſperity to the 
one, and protection to the other: and this be- 
ing the fact, I believe there is no proſpeſt af 
a Change! in the politics and ſentiments which 
unite the three courts i in the bonds of ftiend-- 
ſhip.— —PBut, as it is impoſſible to foreſee what - 
projects France may hereafter form, when or- 
der is reſtored, and ſhe reſumes that rank 
amongſt 1 the nations of the earth from which 
her diſtreſs ſeems to haye ſuſpended het for 
the moment; as it is not improbable but that 
the Belgic provinces may offet to 2 . 
themſelves with that monarchy, and, by fo 
doing, not only facilitate an entrance into 
Holland whenever the pleaſes, but put her in 
poſſeſſion of the eaſtern extremity of the Bri- 
tith channel, and of courſe. the dominion of 
the narrow ſeas for with Breſt at one end, 
andthe Scheld at the other, ſhe will be miſtreſs 
of the whole; and as ſuch an event would 
threaten, equal miſchief to us and to the Dutch, 
NOK ; the 
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" ay queſtion is, whether an evil of ſach mag- 
nitudde would not be effectualiy Prevented by 


the creation of an independent ſtate qn the 


ruins of Auſtrian deſpotiſm. -=-This i is merely 
a conjecture of m my own, ariſing. from my 
knowledge of that country, it's trade and ma- 
nufactures, and it's ſtrong propenſity to, unite 
itſelf to the French Government; an eyent 
which, I truſt, will never happen, and which 


_ ought to be guarded againſt with the utmoſt 


vigilance ; for I am no leſs an enemy to great 
and extenſive kingdoms, than I am to large 
farms. The former are deſtuctive to the peace 
and liberties of mankind, and the latter are 


lation . 


ifs theſe conſiderations i in favor of A new 


1 may be added others no leſs deſerving | 


the attention of a commercial nation, one. of 
which is the facility it would give to our ex- 
port trade into Germany, particularly to Franc- 


fort, which takes annually, in Britiſi mann 


factures, at it's ſpring and autumnal fairs, to 
the amount of ftom three ed and fifty 


0 ; 0 


85 


ruinous to agriculture, in induſtry, | ** — 
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thouſand pounds to half a million n 

This merchandize, inſtead of being forwarded 
by the ſhorteſt ſea paſſage, and by the direct 
road, is ſhipped for Hamburgh, from whence 


it 1s conveyed one hundred and four leagues by 
land carriage to the banks of the Meine. The 
delay that this occaſions, the loſſes it produces, 


and the encreaſed expence of freight and inſu- 
rance, may be conſidered as ſo many impedi- 


ments to the ſale of our manufactures, the de- 


mand for which, I am aſſured by ſeveral in- 
telligent merchants on the continent, would 


be conſiderably augmented, if the charges and 
difficulties in tranſporting Britiſh goods were 
diminiſhed: - Several capital houſes in Bra- 
bant and Flanders, concerned in the tranſit or 
commiſſion bufineſs, have frequently repre- 


ſented to the government at Bruſſels the ad- 


vantages that would ariſe to the Low Coun- 


tries, by rendering them the entrepot of Ger- 
many ; but ignorance, or a cauſe leſs excuſe- 
able, prevented their being attended to. Should 


the Netherlands become independent, the port 
of Oſtend will be opened to us; that is, the 


idle and ralleulous reſtraitits impoſed on the 


trankit 
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tranſit trade within theſe few years, will be re- 
moved, and commerce flow with it's wonted 
ardor: and, in addition to this, our ſhipping 
will be encreaſed, and our ſeamen multiplied, 
as Britiſh goods will be exported in Britiſh 
bottoms entirely ; which I believe is not the 
caſe at preſent, as I cannot ſuppoſe that the 
Hamburgh veſſels return in ballaſt to the 
8 | Fs 


As to the ill-humour with which his Im- 
perial majeſty may view the converſion of the 
| Auſtrian Netherlands into a republic, I do not 
think it deſerves a ſerious thought, and if it 
did, that it ſhould be put in- competition with 
the policy and equity of the meaſure. He 
has clearly forfeited all right to the ſovereignty 
of the Belgic provinces, and, if they conſult 


their own intereſts and ſafety, they will never | 
permit him to exerciſe any act of authority «7. i 
whatever again. —But his excluſion is become | J 
neceſſary, not only to the ſecurity of the in- 5 ' 38 


habitants, but for the peace of Europe. It is 
impoſſible to fathom or comprehend the wild 4 
and extravagant projects of a man whoſe head „ 13.08 


is 
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is cronded. with undefined ideas f, internal 


legiſlation | and foreign conqueſt ; who may 
properly be faid to have an indigeſtion in his 
brain, car ſes combinaiſons ne font ni \ juftes, 
4 Ri exattes,” as the late king of Pruſſia aſ- 


frts in his memoirs, and who expects that a 
tree ſhould bear fruit before it be planted. 


Such a man, indeed, can never hope to become 
formidable abroad, however TERRIBLE he may 
be at home ; but he may, by his ſchemes of 


ambition and aggrandiſement, involve his 
_ neighbours in diſputes and difficulties, which 
it behoves them to prevent. The war with 


which he menaced Pruſſia, for the ſucceſſion 


af Bavaria, in 1778, in violation of the rights 
of the empire, revealed in ſome degree his cha- 


racter to the world, and taught Europe what 


it had to expect from his juſtice, and what it 
had to fear from his power. An army was aſ⸗ 


ſembled for the purpoſe of ſupporting what he 
had ſurreptitiouſly obtained on the death of 
the late elector. His mother, alarmed for his 


ſafety, and anxious to preſerve peace on almoſt 
any terms, ſent Monſieur de Thugut privately 


to the king of Pruſſia with propoſals of accom- 
modation. 


(16 

modation. The inſtant he heard of this ſecret” 
negotiation, he became furious, and wrote to 
the empreſs, that © if ſhe made peace, be would 
neuer return to Vienna, but fix himſelf at 
Aix la Chapelle.” The Duke of Tuſcany 
was inftantly diſpatched to inſpite him with 
milder ſentiments; but the embaſſy terminated 
ih a fupture between the brothers, and the 
emperor breathed nothing but war, You re- „ 
member, however, that this giant at a diſtance 1 
dwindled into a dwarf, in proportion as the ; 
late Frederick approached him, and that fear 
had more influence over him, than equity or e 
materndl kindneſs he relinquiſhed his pre- l 
tenſions, © ſans que quatre cent mille brauvet | 
gens [6 ſaient egorges mutuellement, et cela 
«« potir quoi, et 2 quoi bon? — I quote his own 
words, which you will find to be exact, on | 
turning to his letter, dated Littau, the 16th Wh 
of April, 1778, to the king of Pruſſia. He = 
was fo enamoured, however, with Bavaria, and 
ſo deſirous of ſecuring himſelf a paſſage into 
Alſace, that the project of an exchange was RS 
again revived, and again abandoned in conſe- 
quence of the Germanic league, —Finding his 

2 de- | - 
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fortitude and patience proportioned to the 
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deſpotic views repulſed Ne YI he directed 


them within, and trampled on the nobility in 


his hereditary dominions with a ſucceſs that 
ſeduced him to try the ſame experiment in the 
Low Countries, where he met with reſiſtance. 
---His threats againſt the Dutch, you know, 
evaporated in air, as all his other menaces have 


done: his violence has loſt him the rich and 


flouriſhing provinces in the Low Countries, 
notwithſtanding the inſolent bravadoes of Mr. 
Dalton, that he would keep them in ſubjection, 
or loſe his head, gui ne vaut pas grande choſe.— 


And as to the Turks, far from being diſcou- 


raged by the loſſes they have ſuſtained, they 
are determined to defend themſelves with a 


Juſtice of their cauſe ; and if their prejudices, 
their religion, and form of government, were 
not totally incompatible with the manners, 


_ cuſtoms, and habits of Europe, they would 


probably have been amply revenged laſt year, 
by the defection of the Hungarians, who to a 
man are impatient of the Auſtrian yoke, and 
would have claimed the protection of the Ot- 
toman empire, when the —_ vitr could 

have 


barrier which bigotry on both ſides has erect- 
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have alded the revolt, if the inſurmountable 


ed between mahometaniſm and chriſtianity, 
had not deterred them from the attempt--— 
Nor has the emperor any ſecurity for the fide- 
lity of the Auſtrians and Bohemians, but in a 


ſtanding army, and who can anſwer for their 


patience under the injuries they endure ?---In 


ſhort, his ſubjects from Buda to Oſtend have 


but one opinion of him, and that opinion is 
become general throughout Europe. ---Re- 
collect, I beſeech you, the principal events 


which I have flightly mentioned, with all the 


other circumſtances attending his ſtormy and 


inglorious reign, and let me aſk you what ad- 
© vantages---nay, let me proceed farther, and 


enquire what CREDIT we could poſſibly de- 
rive from an alliance with the court of Vienna? 


Even Mr. Wraxall would diſdain the idea of 4 


ſubſidiary treaty wa 225 quondam and Impe- 
rial fr iend. 


As to Ruſſia, whom Sir John Dalrymple 
recommends miniſtry to court with the ardor 
* paſſion of a lover, her credit is ſo low, 


P that 
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that bills upon that country pay a diſcount of 
almoſt thirty per cent. The clothiers at * 
la Chapelle, who furniſh her with cloth, 
compel led to leave their property eee un- 
til they can call for their remittances and one 
houſe, to my knowledge, has at this moment 
near fourteen thouſand pounds ſterling lying 
uſeleſs at Peterſburgh. Her ſhipping in the 
merchant ſervice amount to thirty ſail. Her 
navy can only be formidable to the Turks, 
when the king of Sweden will permit it to 
leave the Baltic; and as to her power, believe 
me, that a total revolution muſt happen in the 
minds of her wretched and degraded inhabi- 
tants, (for they have not yet obtained the rank 
of citizens, ) before ſhe can of herſelf become 
formidable to any of the ſtates of Europe. 
Poland, you ſec, has already emancipated her- 
ſelf from the Ruſſian yoke, and is rapidly .ac- 
quiring that conſiſtency, and conſequently that 
force, which can alone ſecure her indepen- 
dence, 


Now, fir, turn your eyes towards Great Bri» 


tain, and behold her authority and influence 
aug- 
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augmented, and 1 domeſtic happineſs and 
proſperity encreaſed and ſecured beyond the 
example of former times—behold that har- 
mony and unanimity prevail in her counſels 
which even the moſt ſanguine never expected 
—behold your country raiſed to a ſituation that 
enables her to preſcribe moderation and tran- 
quillity to the other powers, of Europe, and 
her public credit reſtored through the unre- 
-mitting attention of men who have every claim 
to national confidence and gratitude, and who 
have not been leſs anxious to preſerve inviolate 
the conſtitutional rights of their fellow-citizens 
at home than their honor and ſecurity abroad 
compare this pre-eminence, and contraſt theſe 
advantages with the preſent ſtate of the con- 
tinent; with it's diſſentions, tumults, and diſ- 
orders, and you will perhaps ſay of England, 
in the ſublime and figurative language of the 
poet, that ſne 


Rides in the whirlwind, * directs the * 


Thus far I have henna my opinion on 
public affairs; I ſay hazarded, becauſe I feel 
conſcious of being inadequate to the taſk you 
4 have 
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have impoſed upon me ; but negatives are my 
averſion, and I have a pleaſure in obeying your 
commands. Tho' far from being an old man, 


I have labored many years 'in the political 


vineyard ; not to raiſe myſelf into wealth or 
notice, as many of our cotemporaries have done 
—for I do not covet popularity, and avarice, 
you know, is not among the number of my 
vices—but from an ardent, and, I truſt, lau- 
dable ambition to be as uſeful as my humble 
rank in life, and ſtill more humble talents will 
permit. A diſpoſition rather active than enter- 


| priſing, and a paſſionate love of letters, joined 


to that ſpeculative and inquiſitive turn of mind 


which I have already mentioned, have thrown 


me frequently in the way of ſeeing and of 
hearing much. With what ſucceſs I have 
profited of the opportunities that have oc- 
curred of inftrofting myſelf or others, does 
not become me to decide: you are no ſtranger 


to my hiſtory, and when you compare my ef- 


forts and my fate, with thoſe of others whoſe 
names it would appear invidious to mention, 


you will perhaps recollect with ſome tenderneſs 


of ſentiment, the incrre and difintereſted pa- 


triotiſm 


ys po 4d ot 


nn) 
triotiſm of your friend, whoſe firſt and wart 
wiſh has ever. been, that all mankind might 
be free and happy ; and the ſecond, that the 
liberties of his country may be IMMORTAL. 


| Adieu. 
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H1S MAJESTY, 


AND 
18 ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE PRINCE OF WALES, 


Have been graciouſly pleaſed to permit Mr. STocxDALE to 
place their Names at the Head of the Liſt of Subſcribers 
to his edition of SHAKSPEARE, | 


WiTH 4 COMPAEETS. I N D E X. 


In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 


In One large Volume ORavo, containing near 1500 Pages, printed 
upon a Fob Royal Paper, and * with a Head of the 


Author, —_ an Original. 


SNA P RA. R E, 


* INCLUDING, IN ONE VOLUME, 
The Whole of his Dramatic Works ; 
With Explanatory Notes, compiled from various Commentators, 


To which will be now firſt added, 


A copious INDEX to all the remarkable Nn 
and Words. 


Calculated to point out the different Meanings in which the Words 
are made uſe of by SHAKSPEARE: 


By the Reverend SAMUEL AYSCOUGH, F. A. 8. 
And Aſſiſtant Librarian of the Britiſh Muſeum. 


Printed for JOHN STOCKDALE, Piccadilly, 


*The want of an Ix pEx to all the BravTIFUL and REMARKABLE 
Passaces in SHAKSPEARE has long heen regretted ; but the dif- 
ficulty of the Undertaking has hitherto prevented every attempt. 
Mr. STOCE DALE has already experienced a liberal Encouragement 
from the Publick for his Edition of SHAKSPEARE, in one Volume 


Bvo. and to whom he begs Leave to return his grateful Acknowledg- 


ments. As the preſent Edition will coſt him near 2000l, he hambly 
ſolicits the Aſſiſtance of the Admirers of SHAKSPEARE, by favour- 
ing him with their Names as Subſcribers. 


A Lis r of the Exncouxactrs of a Work which is intended to make 
this FAVOURITE AuTHor ſtill more uſeful and agreeable, will be pre- 
fixed ; and Mr. STocxDaLz has reaſon to believe it will be the Mos T 
NUMEROUS and RESPECTABLE EVER /PREFIXED to an ENGLISH 
AUTHOR. ; 


The Price to Subſcribers One Pound Five Shillings; to Non-Subſcribers 


One Pound Ten Shillings. 
Jan. 18th, 1790. 
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New Books, printed for Joun STOCKDALE, | 


2, 
The VOYAGE of GOVERNOR PHILLIP to BOFANY 
BAY; with an Account of the ESTABLISHMENT of 
the COLONIES at PORT JACKSON and NORFOLK 
ISLAND: compiled from Authentic Papers which have 
been received from the ſeveral Departments. 


g | To which are added, 


The JOURNALS of Lieut. $H0RTLAND of the Alexander; 
| Lieut. Warrs of the Penrhyn; Lieut. BaLL of the Supply ; 
and Capt. Maxs HALT of the Scarborough; with an . 
of their New Diſcoveries. . 


The pra. is a Lift of the Engravings which are in this 
| Work. 
1. Head of Governor Phillip, from a Painting in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Mr. Nepean, by F. Wheatley; engraved by 
Sherwin. 
2. Head of Lieut. Shortland, engraved by Sherwin, from a 
| Painting of Shelley's. 
3. Head of Lieut. King, from a Painting by Wright. | 
4. View of Botany Bay, with the Supply and Sirius at Anchor, 
and the Tranſports coming in. 
5. A large Chart of Port Jackſon. 
6. A View in Port Jackſon, with the r in their Canoeg 
trauling. 
7. View of the Natives in "RE Bay. 
8. Map of Lord Howe Iſland. , 
9. View of ditto. | 
10. View of Natives and a Hut in New South Wales, 
11. View of New South Wales. | 
12. A large Plan of the Eſtabliſhment at Sydney Cove, * 
Jackſon. 
13. A large Chart of Norfolk Ifland. 
14. View of Ball's Pyramid. 
15. Chart of Lieut. Shortland's New . 
16. Track of the Alexander from Port Jackſon to Batavia. 
17. Chart of Capt. Marſhall's New Diſcoveries. 


* 


18. View 


Nero Boaks, Printed for Joun enen 


18. View of the Natives jn cheir ſailing Canoe at re 
Ih lands. 
19. View of Curtis's Iſland. | 
20. View of Macaulay's Iſland. _.. X 
21. Caſpian Tern. . 
22. The Kanguroo. 
23. The Spotted Opoſſum. 
24. Vulpine Opoſſum. | 
25. Norfolk Iſland Flying G sel, 
26. Blue Bellied Parrot. 
27. Tabuan Parrot, | 
28. Pennanthian Parrot. 
30. Sacred King's Fiſher, 
31. Superb Warbler, male. 
32. Superb Warbler, female: 
33. Norfolk Ifland Petrel. 
34. Bronze-winged Pigeon. 
35. White-fronted Hern. 
36. Wattled Bee-eater. 
37. Pſittaceous Hornbill. 
38. Martin Cat. 
39. Kanguroo Rat. 
40. A Dog of New South Wales. — 
41. The Black Cockatoo. : 
42. Red-ſhouldered Parakeet. 
43. Watts's Shark. 
44. The Laced Lizard. 
45. New Holland Goat Sucker. 
46. White Gallinule. UN 
47. New Holland Caſſowary. 
48. Port Jackſon Shark. 
49. Yellow Gum Plant. 
50. Axe, Baſket, and Sword. 
51. Bag Throated Baliſtes. | 
52. Fiſh of New South Wales. 
53. Great Brown King's Fiſher. _ _ 
54+ Black Flying Opoſſum. | 


Nei Books, printed for Jonn STOcKDALE. 


5s. Skeleton for the Head of the Kanguroo and Vulpine | 


Opoſſum. 

The Maps and Charts taken from actual Surveys, and the 
Plans and Views drawn on the Spot, by Capt. HuxTEs»- 
Lieut. SHORTLAND, Lieut. Warrs, Lieut. Dawes, Lieut. 
BrapLEYy, Capt. Mar$SHALL, &c. | 


| And engraved by : 


| 8 SukRwWwIn, MazELtL, HARRISOoR, &&. 
In one large volume Quarto, printed on fine Paper, and em- 
belliſhed with Firry- FIVE Corr ER PLATES. 


Price One Pound Eleven Shillings and Sixpence in Boards, or 
with the Natural Hiſtory, beautifully Coloured, TWO 
Pounds Twelve Shillings and Sixpence. 


N. B. Gentlemen defirous of having fine 3 are 
W 0 to ſend their Names as early as poſſible to the Pub- 
liſher, or to their reſpective Bookſellers. 


lt may with Truth be aſſerted, that the above is the cheapeſt | 


Work ever publiſhed at a ; Bookicthur's own ants in 
Great Britain. | 


- 


A VOYAGE ROUND the WORLD, but more- particu- 
larly to the NORTH-WEST .COAST of AMERICA; 
performed in 1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, in the KING 
GEORGE: 


(Dedicated, by Permiſſion, to His MAJESTY) 
By CAPTAIN NATHANIEL PORTLOCK. 


Neatly printed in One large Volume, Royal Quarto, and em- 
belliſned with Twenty elegant Copper Plates. Printed on 
fine Paper, hot-preſſed, and Plates coloured. Price only 
11. 118. 6d. in Boards, or on common Paper, with Plates 
uncoloured, price 11. 58. in Boards. 


N. B. Gentlemen deſirous of having fine Impreſſions are 


requeſted to ſend as early as poſſible to che Publiſher, or to 
their reſpective — n N 
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Mer Books, printed for Joan Srockbarz. 


4» 


THE 


/ 


HISTORY up PROCEEDINGS 


OF. THE 


LORDS any COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Is PARLIAMENT, 
WITH REGARD TO THE REGENCY; 


CON TAINING - 


A Full Account of all their Syzecuzs on the propoſed RE- 


. GENCY BILL, from November 20, 1788, to March 10, 
1789, when His MAJESTY's happy Recovery took place, 
and * a Stop to all further Proceedings on that Subject. 


To which are added, | 
The Three REPORTS of the PHYSICIANS; Mr. PIT'T's 
LETTER to the PRINCE of WALES, with His Royal 
Highneſs's Anſwer: 


The REGENCY BIILL, as it paſſed the HOUSE of 
COMMONS, and was carried to the LORD's, and there 
read a ſecond Time; and the SPEECHES of the LORDS 
and COMMONS of IRELAND, on appointing the 
PRINCE of WALES Rx without Reſtrictions; with 
a Copy of their Addreſs, and the Prince's Anſwer. 


In One large Volume Octavo, containing near One Thouſand 
Pages, Price a 108. 6d. in ne 
4 | 
— — 
5. . 
The DEBATES and PROCEEDINGS in the HOUSE of 


LORDS and COMMONS, during the laſt Ssssiox of the 


preſent Parliament. 
In Three Vols. 8vo. Price 11. 18. half. bound and lettered. 
N. B. Of Mr. Stockdale may be had the Debates of any of 
the preceding Seſſions, 11. 18. each Set. ; 


A nd 
= 


New Books, printed for Jonn STOCKDALE, 


6. 


ANECDOTES, &c. Ancient and Modern, with On 


 SERVATIONS. , 
By JAMES PETTIT ANDREWS, F. A. 8. 
| In 1 Vol. 8vo. 6s. in Boards. 


— 


7. 


A SKETCH of the LIVES and WRITINGS of Danrz and 


PETRARCH 3 with ſome Account of Italian and Latin 
Literature in the Fourteenth Century. 


By a Young GexTLEMaAn of Oxrorp. 


Elegantly printed on a fine wove Paper, Price 28, 64. in 
| Boards. 


— 


The HOT-HOUSE GARDENER, on the general Culture 


of the PINE-APPLE, and Methods of forcing early 
Grares, PEAcnes, NECTARINES, and other choice Fruits, 
in Hot-Houſes, Vineries, Fruit-Houſes, Hot-Walls, &c. 


with Directions for rating en and EarLy STRAW: 
BERRIES. | 


By JOHN ABERCROMBIE, 


Author of Every Man his own Gardener, The Vaiverſal Gar. 
dener's Calender, The Complete Kitchen Gardener, and The 
Garden Vade Mecum, | 

Iluftrated with Five Cor 4:52" repreſenting the Pine- 


Apple, Grapes, Peaches, NeBarines, Cherries, Melon, and 
Strawberries, coloured from Nature, 


In One large Volume, Royal 8yo. Price 8s. 6d. in Boards; or 
with the Plates uncoloured 6s. in Boards. 
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The LETTERS of SIMPKIN the SECOND, Poetic Re- 
corder of all the Proceedings upon the Trial of WARREN 
HASTINGS, Efq. in WesTwmixnsTEer Har. 


One Volume, 8v0. Price 58. in Boards, 
N. B. Pleaſe to enquire for that printed for SrSctbars, 


as it is the only one corrected by the Author, and contains Ten 


Letters not in any other Publication, 


1 3 


Sad 
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10. Memoirs of the Mogul Empire. By Captain 


Jonathan Scott, Price - 0. 4 0 


The Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Lords nd 

Commons of Great Britain and Ireland in Par- 

liament, with regard to the Regency, 8vo. 

(containing near 1000 Pages) Price - 0 10 6 
12. A Collection of Tracts on the propoſed Re- 

gency, chiefly written by the firſt Noblemen 

and Gentlemen in the Kingdom. In Ta 


large Vols. 8 vo. Price - - 1100 


13. Poems on various Subjects, by Henry James 


Pye, Eſq. 2 Vols. with Plates o 12 oO 


14. The Poetic of Aristotle, tranſlated from the 
Greek, with Notes, and a Head of the Au- 


thor by Medland, By There * Pye, 


Eſq. . O 4 0 
15. The Spectre, 2 Vols. with a Fromiſies 98 
ditto - 9 0.6 © 


16. Obſervations on Engliſh and Eaſtern Hunting: 
by Henry James Pye, William Blane, and 
William Somerville, Eſqre. with an elegant _ 
Frontiſpiece - - - 0 6 © 
17. An Eſtimate of the comparative frength of 


Great Britain. By George * Eſq o 3 6 
18, Hiſtory 


— 


Books printed for Johx STOCKDALE, 
| | C. 1. 4 


18. Hiſtory of the Union, by Daniel De Foe, with 
an Introduction by John Lewis De Lolme, 
Eſq. 4to. with the Head of the Author 


19. Royal Original Letters, with Five elegant 
Plates, by Sir George Bromley, Bart. =o 


20, Hiſtory of Virginia, in One Volume 8vo. with 
a large Map, by Thomas Jefferſon, Eſq. 

21, Hiſtory of the American Rovolutionz by N 

Ramſay, with Maps, 2 Vols. . 


22. Hiſtory of New Holland; to which is prefixed 
a Diſcourſe on Baniſhment, by the Right Hon. 
Lord Aukland. 1 Vol. 8vo. with Maps 


23. Bonnet's Philoſophical Enquiries on Chriftia- 


nity. Tranſlated by John Lewis Boiflier, Eſq. 


with a Head of the Author, 8vo. 5 
24. Tracts on various Subjects, by Thomas Days 
; Eſq. - — , - 
25. Reſolves of the Glouceſterſhire Committee, by 
Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 1 Vol. 8vo. - 
26, Anecdotes of the King of Pruſſia, by B. H. 
Latrobe, 1 Vol. 8 o. - 


27. Hiſtory of Counts Struenſee and Brandt, with 


Notes; Tranſlated from the German, by 


B. H. Latrobe - - - - 


28. A complete Geographical Dictionary, or Uni- 
verſal Gazetteer, by John Seally, A.M. with 
Seventy Maps, &c. 2 Vols. 4to. 2A 


29. Hiſtorical Tracts relating to Ireland, by Sir 
John Davies. To which is prefixed the Life 


of the Author, 1 Vol. 8vo. » 


30, A collection of Tracts on Eaſt India Affairs, by : 


Capt. Joſeph Price, 4 Vols. 8vo. - 
31, A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, by Captain 


0 10 6 
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we Fd 4, 
James Cook, F. R. S. 4 Vols. 8yo0. with Fifty- 


nine Plates 5 4 - 


32. Beauties of the Britiſh Senate; containing a Se- 


lection of the moſt remarkable Speeches from 


wy 


the Time of Sir Robert * to the r : 


2 Vols. 8vo. 


- » = 


33. The Conſtitutions of the American States; 


with an Introduction. By the Ws. William * 
- Jackſpn, 1 Vol. 8vo. e * 


34. A Treatiſe on the Alliance of Muſic, Poetry, 


and Oratory, by Anfelm Bayley, L. L. D, 
1 Vol. 8vo.. - . ” 


35. The Hiſtory of the Turkiſh or Ottoman Em- 


pire, by A. Hawkins, Eſq. 4 Vols. 8vo. 


36. Debates i in Parliament, during the Adminiſtra- 


tion of Sir Robert Walpole, by Dr. Samuel 


© 10. 


O 


I 


7 


- 6 4 


6 


* Johnſon, 2 Vols. 8vo. - . 2 © 12 


37. The Works of Dr. Samuel Johnfon, Vols. 12 


13, and 14, 8vo. - - > 


N. B. Thoſe Gentlemen who have not com- 
pleted this great Author's Works are humbly 
requeſted to do it while they have it in thelr 
Power. 


38. Coſiderations on en RE Richard Cham- 


pion, Eſq. 8vo. _—_ - 


39. Sermons on various Subjects, by the Reverend 


Percival Stockdale ; with a Flead of the Au- 


thor, 8vo. - - WITH 


40. Georgical Eſſays, by Doctor Hunter 
47. Charges aginſt Mr. . by Edmund, 


Burke, Eſq. += 
Anſwer to the above Charges by hide 
Haſtings, Eſq. | * 0 P; 
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42. Articles * Mr. Haſtings, with Mr. Haſt- 
ings's Anſwer, 8vo, - - — 0 6 & 


3. ines of the Evidence n the Charged on Mey 
Mr. Haſtings, 8vo. oy - f 0 7 6 


44. Sir Elijah Impey's Defence before the e Houſe of 
Commons - — - 0 6 9 


45. Stockdale's Parliamentary Guide, or „Members 
and EleQtor's complete Companion: ſhewing the 
Right of Election for the ſeveral Cities, Coun- 
ties, and Boroughs, in Great Britain, and the 
Number of Voters at each place, 8vo. 70 
N. B. 'This' Work is abſolutely neceſſary for 
every Gentleman concerned in Elections. 


=. . 4856. Stockdale's Debates in Parliament, 
1 | + 3 Vols. 8vo. 1784 1 1 


© 

47. —d — 3 Vols. 8vo. 1785 1 1 © 

48. —— 3 Vols. 8vo. 1786 1 1 0 

49.— — 3 Vols. 8vo. 1787 11 © 

8 .— eee 3 Vols. 8 vo. 1788 21 

t 31. © — 3 Vols. 8vo. 1789 1 1 0 


52. Godwin's Lives of the Biſhops, 'by Richard- 
| Jon, with a Head of the Author, and near 
Seventy Copper Plates, Folio, only . 00 8 6 


Or elegantly bound in Ruſſia +» enn 
| 53. Indian Vocabulary - ON 0-2-9 
q | N. B. This Book will be found of great 
| utility to Gentlemen TE Exft India Pub- 
lications. 


1 
54. The Univerſal Gardener's Calendar, and Syſtem 
of Practical Gardening, ke. 15 * Aber- 

s Ce ET 4:0 

| 55. The 


erombie, 12mo. 


E 


35. The Complete Kitchen Gardener, and Hot- 
Bed Forcer, by John Abercrombie, 12mo, 


56. The Garden Vade Mecum; or, Compendium 


of General Gardening, &c. by — _ 


crombie, 12mo. - 


57. The Hiſtory and P ractice of Acroſtation, by 


T. Cavallo, Eſq. F. R. S. ; i 
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58. The ang by David On. 


2 Vols. 4 


59. The Hiſtory of the Brethren, by D. Crantz. 
Tranſlated by the Rev. B. Latrobe 


60. Spangenberg's Chriſtian Doctrine. Tranſlated 


by B. Latrobe - -- - 


61. Natural Curioſities of Malham, in G8 


Vorkſhire, by Thomas Hurtley = 


62. The Works of the late Dr. John Jebb, by John 
Diſney, D. D. F. 8. A. 3 Vols. 820. = 


63. The London Calendar for 1790, 26. With an 


Almanack, 28. gd. Or, complete, 0 
the Bengal Calendar - 


Or complete, with the Arms, &c. =_— 


64- Eden Vale, a Novel, by Mrs. Catharine Parry, 


2 Vols. - . 4 
bg. The Ring, a Novel, 3 Vols. 4 
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The HISTORY of SANDFORD and MERTON, 
f By Tuouas Dar, Eſq. 
In Three Vols. with Frontiſpieces, Price Ten - Shillngs 


and * by. 


The HISTORY of LITTLE JACK, (who was found by 
accident, and nurſed by a Goat, By Tuonas Dar, Eſq. 
Ornamented with Tremp ern beauti ul Cuts. 1s. 

1 - 

The NEW ROBINSON CRUSOE ; an inſtructive and en- 
tertaining Hiſtory for the Uſe of Children ol both Sexes. 
Tranſlated from the French., Embelliſhed with Thirty-two 
beautiful Cuts, each Cut the Size of the Page. In four 
Volumes 12mo. Price only 6s. 


4. 
The above Work i is printed complete, in a al Letter, i in One 
N Price bound only 48. : | 


1 | 

The ſame Work abridged, Price bound only 28. 6d. 
| 6. 8 

A SKETCH of UNIVERSAL HISTORY; to which is 
added, a Brief Chronology of the moſt remarkable Events 
in the ' Hiſtory of England. Embelliſhed with Thirty-fix 
Heads of the Kings, from . to Wy III. incluſive. 
Price 18. 6d, 

7. 

The HISTORY of THREE BROTHERS; to which are 
added, Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-Yard, Pope's 
Unixverſal Prayer, and the Hiſtory of John Gilpin, Em- 
belliſhed with Five beautiful Price 6d. 


The HISTORY of a SCHOOLBOY, with other pieces 
Price 18. bound. | 
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The CHILDREN's MISCELLANY, in One Volume, 
illuſtrated with a bn Frontiſpiece. Price 38. 6d. 
bound. R 

"A 

SELECT STORIES, for the Inſtruction and Entertainment 
of Children, By. M. Berquin. Inſcribed to Mr. Raikes. 
Neatly printed in One Volume, containing 300 Pages of 
Letter-preſa, illuſtrated with, Four TAPE: Price 
only 3s. bound. | 


: 


II, 


The CHILDREN, FRIEND, RT from. the French 
of M. Berquin; complete in Four Volumes, and ornamented 
with Four beautiful Froatifpicoes. Price wy 108. bound. 

12. 2 


L*AMI DES ENFANS, par M. W 1 in Four 
Volumes, with N Price ny 128. bound, 


bg. 1 
The FRIEND of YOUTH, Tranſlated from the French of 


M. Berquin ; complete in Two Volumes, and ornamented 


with beautiful Frontiſpieces. Price only 6s. bound. 
? 10. 
SANDFORD. et ME RTON, Traduction libre, de V Anglois, 


ar M. Berquin. Embelli de FroataIpices. In Two Vo- 
E Price 78. bound. f 


C ; 15. | 
The ADVENTURES of NUMA POMPILIUS, Second 
RS of Rome. In Two Volumes, Price 68. in Boards. 


16. 


CAPTAINC COOK's THIRD and LAST VOYAGE to the 
PACIFIC OCEAN, in the Years 1776, 1777, 1788, 1779, 
and 1780. Faithfully abridged, from the Quarto Edition, 
publiſhed by Order of His Majcky. Illuſtrated with Cop- 
per- plates. Price 48. bound. | 


The VISION of COLUMBUS. By Joel Barlow, Eſq. Foes 
38. bound. ä 
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Mr. Stockdale having purchaſed a confiderable number of the rice 
edition of Camden's Brittannia, (which will ſoon be very 
Furte, Gentlemen may ts fuppled with _Copies in various 
Bindings. 


1. 


W K IT ANN I A, 


Or, reading DescrteTION of the Flouriſhing 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland; and the 
Iſlands adjacent. From the earlieſt Antiquity. 


By WILLIAM CAMDEN. 


real from the Edition publiſhed by the Author i in 16074 


+... Enlarged by the lateſt Diſcoveries. * 
By RICHARD GOUGH, F. A. and R. S. 8. 


In Three Volumes. Illaftrated - with 2 — * 
8 Copper plates. 
Price in Boards Z 10. 


2. 
v ve K's ANTIQUITIES; 


Or, Venerable Remains of above Four Hundred: Caſtles, Mos 
naſteries, Palaces, &c. &c. in England and Wales. With 
near One Hundred Views of Cities and chief Towns. 


Three Volumes. Price C21. 


The Impreſſians in the above Book are remarkably fine; and 
it may baconfidered as a proper N to Camden. 
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. 3. N 
A GENERAL SYNQPSIS of BIRDS: 
By JOHN LATHAM, Eſg, . 
In Seven Volumes 4to. with the Plates . coloured, 
| in Boards, gl. 38. 6d, 
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UNIVERSAL HISTORY, Ancient and Modern, in Sixty. 
Volumes. New Edition. Elegyntly bound in Calf, gil 


and lettered. - 
Another Copy in Ruſſia Leather, 


i | BE 1 | I? 4 | 
CHAMBERS's DICTIONARY * "ARTS "ON 
| SCIENCES. 


New Edition, in 5 Vols. Elegant bound in Ruſſia. 
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A beautiful Set of Original Drawings, chiefly in the Eaft 
Indies, China, and St. Helena. Taken on the Spot 
by an Officer in the Eaſt India Company's Service. There 
are Thirty-one of the above Views, and the bowelt 


Price is 63. | .'Y 
Mr. Stockdals ha authority to ſay, 3 ene. 
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e LIBEL on the Housz of. (cette. | 
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9 755. Day i is. Pblifted, © 3 $4 
In One PE Ba Royal Octavo, Price 58. in Boards, 
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or AN INFORMATION: EXHT BITED EX OFFICIO, - Fr 
Bx THE KING'S ATTORNEY GENERAL, Se 


AGAINST 


Jon x STOCKDALE; 
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A IIBEI. 5 THE. HOUSE. OF So 


TRIED IN THE couRT of KING'S-BENCH us r- 922 
| N ON WEDNESDAY, THE es. oF”: 8 
Ke 3 242 DECEMBER, 1789, 4 20 
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BEFORE tir RIGHT HOW. Din LOSS 
KENYON, CHIEF JUSTICE OF NOLAN D. 
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| TAKEN IN SHORT HAND BY =. 2 
” halls GR N xv. 5 
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